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writers observers and practitioners of international politics frequently invoke the term
geopolitics to describe explain or analyze specific foreign policy issues and problems such

generalized usage ignores the fact that geopolitics as a method of understanding international
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relations has a history that includes a common vocabulary well established if sometimes
conflicting concepts an extensive body of thought and a recognized group of theorists and
scholars in geopolitics francis p sempa presents a history of geopolitical thought and applies
its classical analyses to cold war and post cold war international relations while mindful of the
impact of such concepts as globalization and the information revolution on our understanding
of contemporary events sempa emphasizes traditional geopolitical theories in explaining the
outcome of the cold war he shows that the struggle between the western allies and the soviet
empire was unique in its ideological component and nuclear standoff the cold war fits into a
recurring geopolitical pattern it can be seen as a consequence of competition between land
powers and sea powers and between a potential eurasian hegemonic power and a coalition of
states opposed to that would be hegemony the collapse of the soviet empire ended the most
recent threat to global stability acting as a successor to the british empire the united states
organized funded and led a grand coalition that successfully countered the soviet quest for
domination no power or alliance posed an immediate threat to the global balance of power
indeed the end of the cold war generated hopes for a new world order and predictions that
economics would replace geopolitics as the driving force in international politics russian
instability the nuclear dimension of the india pakistan conflict and chinese bids for dominance
have turned the asia pacific region into what mahan called debatable and debated ground
russia turkey iran india pakistan china japan the koreas and the united states all have interests

that collide in one or more of the areas of this region

includes annual report of the board of trustees of the new bedford vocational school

occasionally

even one hundred and fifty years later we are haunted by the civil warNby its division its
bloodshed and perhaps above all by its origins today many believe that the war was fought
over slavery this answer satisfies our contemporary sense of justice but as gary gallagher
shows in this brilliant revisionist history it is an anachronistic judgment in a searing analysis
of the civil war north as revealed in contemporary letters diaries and documents gallagher
demonstrates that what motivated the north to go to war and persist in an increasingly bloody
effort was primarily preservation of the union devotion to the union bonded nineteenth
century americans in the north and west against a slaveholding aristocracy in the south and a
europe that seemed destined for oligarchy northerners believed they were fighting to save the
republic and with it the worldOs best hope for democracy once we understand the centrality of
union we can in turn appreciate the force that made northern victory possible the citizen
soldier gallagher reveals how the massive volunteer army of the north fought to confirm
american exceptionalism by salvaging the union contemporary concerns have distorted the
reality of nineteenth century americans who embraced emancipation primarily to punish
secessionists and remove slavery as a future threat to unionNgoals that emerged in the process
of war as gallagher recovers why and how the civil war was fought we gain a more honest

understanding of why and how it was won
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