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Battle Lomba 1987 Mechanized Commanders The Battle of Lomba 1987 A
Mechanized Commanders Case Study for Modern Warfare The Battle of Lomba a
fictional conflict set in 1987 offers a compelling case study for analyzing
mechanized warfare especially through the lens of modern military doctrine and
technological advancements While not based on a real historical event its
hypothetical nature allows us to explore hypothetical scenarios and their
consequences without the constraints of historical bias We can use this fictional
engagement to dissect critical command decisions assess the impact of specific
technologies and draw crucial lessons applicable to contemporary military planning
and training By analyzing the hypothetical deployment of mechanized units at
Lomba we can gain valuable insights into modern warfares evolving dynamics The
Scenario Imagine a lowintensity conflict between two fictional nations Atheria and
Bryonia in the mountainous terrain of the fictional Lomba region Atheria
possessing superior air power but a smaller ground force deploys its mechanized
units strategically to counter Bryonias larger but less technologically advanced
army The battle hinges on the commanders ability to leverage technology terrain
and tactical maneuvers effectively We will explore different aspects of the fictional
battle examining data points reflecting hypothetical outcomes based on
established military principles and technological capabilities of the late 1980s
DataDriven Analysis Key Aspects of the Battle 1 Command and Control The
effectiveness of Atherias mechanized forces likely depended heavily on their C2
system In 1987 realworld limitations in digital communication and real time data
sharing were significant This fictional scenario would showcase the challenges of
coordinating armored units across a complex terrain while relying on radio
communication and limited satellite imagery A hypothetical data set could
illustrate the time lag between orders and execution highlighting the importance of
decentralized command structures and the need for robust communication
networks in modern warfare In situations where communication is disrupted
decentralized command becomes crucial notes Dr Anya Sharma a military
strategist at the Institute for Defense Studies allowing subordinate commanders to
make timely decisions based on localized intelligence 2 2 Technological Advantage
Atherias hypothetical technological advantage possibly involving superior tank
armor advanced fire control systems or improved nightvision technology would
play a pivotal role A comparative data analysis using hypothetical weapon
effectiveness figures and casualty rates could demonstrate the impact of
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technological superiority on battlefield outcomes This could parallel realworld
cases like the Gulf War where the coalition forces technological advantage
contributed significantly to their victory The asymmetry in technology often
dictates the trajectory of a conflict comments General Mark Olsen Ret a former
commander of armored divisions However even the best technology needs skilled
operators and effective tactical deployment 3 Terrain and Maneuverability The
mountainous terrain of Lomba presents unique challenges A hypothetical analysis
could assess the effectiveness of different mechanized unit formations eg
spearhead echelon etc in navigating the complex topography Data points
reflecting maneuverability and speed across varying terrain could illustrate the
importance of adapting tactics to suit the environment This resonates with modern
military doctrine emphasizing adaptability and flexibility in response to diverse
operational environments 4 Logistics and Sustainability The logistical challenges of
supplying mechanized units in a mountainous region are substantial Data points
related to fuel consumption ammunition resupply rates and maintenance needs
would highlight the importance of efficient logistics planning and execution A
breakdown in logistics as depicted through hypothetical supply chain disruptions
could significantly impact the outcome of the battle reinforcing the importance of
robust logistical planning in modern warfare Case Studies Drawing Parallels The
hypothetical Battle of Lomba can be compared to realworld engagements such as
the SovietAfghan War where mountainous terrain significantly impacted the
effectiveness of mechanized forces Analyzing the use of combined arms
integrating armor infantry and air power in realworld conflicts can offer insights
into how Atherias forces might have operated The use of air support to suppress
enemy positions for instance could be analyzed through comparative data on
effectiveness in different terrains This allows us to refine our hypothetical analysis
of the Lomba battle Industry Trends and Future Implications The lessons learned
from analyzing the fictional Battle of Lomba can be extrapolated to modern
warfare scenarios The increasing role of Al autonomous systems and network
centric warfare are crucial factors to consider The integration of these technologies
would 3 drastically alter the outcome of the Lomba battle highlighting the ongoing
need for adaptation and innovation in military strategies and doctrine Call to Action
The hypothetical Battle of Lomba serves as a valuable tool for military
professionals strategists and students of warfare Further research using detailed
modeling and simulation techniques could yield even richer insights This research
should not only analyze past scenarios but also predict and prepare for future
conflicts within evolving technological and geopolitical landscapes 5
ThoughtProvoking FAQs 1 How could Atheria have improved its communication
network to mitigate the challenges of mountainous terrain Exploring
advancements in communication technologies and network redundancy would
provide crucial insights 2 What alternative tactical approaches could Bryonia have
employed to offset Atherias technological superiority Considering asymmetric
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warfare tactics and the use of guerilla warfare strategies provides valuable
perspectives 3 How would the incorporation of Al and autonomous systems alter
the outcome of the battle Analyzing the implications of advanced technologies on
decisionmaking and battlefield effectiveness is crucial 4 What role would cyber
warfare play in a modern interpretation of the Lomba conflict Investigating
potential cyberattacks and their impact on command and control logistics and
overall battlefield effectiveness is essential 5 How can the lessons learned from the
hypothetical Battle of Lomba be applied to contemporary military training and
exercises Developing realistic simulations and war games based on this scenario
would strengthen military readiness and operational effectiveness By engaging
with the complexities of this fictional scenario we can gain a deeper understanding
of the multifaceted nature of mechanized warfare and develop more effective
strategies for future conflicts The hypothetical Battle of Lomba therefore serves
not just as a historical case study but as a crucial tool for fostering critical thinking
and innovation within the military and defense communities 4
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following the publication of al venter s successful portugal s guerrilla wars in africa
shortlisted by the new york military affairs symposium s arthur goodzeit book
award for 2013 his battle for angola delves still further into the troubled history of
this former portuguese african colony this is a completely fresh work running to
almost 600 pages including 32 pages of color photos with the main thrust on
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events before and after the civil war that followed lisbon s over hasty departure
back to the metrépole there are also several sections that detail the role of south
african mercenaries in defeating the rebel leader dr jonas savimbi considered by
some as the most accomplished guerrilla leader to emerge in africa in the past
century there are many chapters that deal with pretoria s reaction to the
deteriorating political and military situation in angola the role of the soviets and
mercenaries in the political transition as well as the civil war that followed with the
assistance of several notable military authorities he elaborates in considerable
detail on south africa s 23 year border war from the first guerrilla incursions to the
last in this regard he received solid help from the former the head of 4
reconnaissance regiment colonel douw steyn who details several cross border
recce strikes including the sinking by frogmen of two soviet ships and a cuban
freighter in an angolan deepwater port throughout the author was helped by a
variety of notable authorities including the french historian dr rené pélissier and
the american academic and former naval aviator dr john jack cann with their
assistance he covers several ancillary uprisings and invasions including the herero
revolt of the early 20th century the equally troubled ovambo insurrection as well
as the invasion of angola by the imperial german army in the first world war former
deputy head of the south african army major general roland de vries played a
seminal role it was he dubbed south africa s rommel by his fellow commanders
who successfully nurtured the concept of mobile warfare where in a succession of
armored onslaughts thin skinned ratel infantry fighting vehicles tackled soviet
main battle tanks and thrashed them there is a major section on south african
airborne the parabats by brigadier general mcqill alexander one of the architects
of that kind of warfare under third world conditions finally the role of cuban
revolutionary army receives the attention it deserves officially there were almost
50 000 cuban troops deployed in the angolan war though subsequent disclosures
in havana suggest that the final total was much higher

a south african national serviceman recounts becoming a soldier and an ensuing
david and goliath face off against angolan armed forces in 1987 the climactic
death throes of soviet communism during the 1980s included a last gasp attempt
at strategic franchise expansion in southern africa channeled through castro s
cuba oil rich angolan armed forces fapla received billions of dollars of advanced
weaponry and thousands of armored vehicles their intent to eradicate the us
backed angolan opposition unita then push southwards into south africa s
protectorate swa namibia ostensibly as liberators 1985 saw the first large scale
mechanized offensive in southern african history russian generals planned and
oversaw the offensive but didn t account for the tenacity of unita supported by the
south african defense forces sadf or the rainy season the 85 offensive floundered
in the mud and fapla returned to their capital luanda the south africans stood down
confident their covert support for unita had demonstrated the folly of prosecuting
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war so far from home against africa s military superpower however they were
mistaken fidel and fapla immediately redoubled their efforts strengthening fifteen
battalions with even more soviet hardware while russian and cuban specialists
oversaw troop training as cuban and angolan fighter pilots honed their skills over
the skies of northern angola david mannall a normal seventeen year old kid
completing high school was preparing for two years of compulsory military service
before beginning tertiary education through a series of fateful twists he found
himself leading soldiers in several full scale armored clashes including the largest
and most decisive battle on african soil since world war ii this is a david and goliath
story that has never been truthfully told the author reveals how charlie squadron
comprising just twelve 90mm afvs crewed by thirty six national servicemen as part
of the elite sixty one mechanized battalion engaged and effectively annihilated the
giant fapla 47th armored brigade in one day 3 october 1987 their 90mm cannons
were never designed as tank killers but any assurances that it would never be used
against heavy armor were left in the classroom during the three month operation
and never more starkly than the decisive battle on the lomba river the communist
backed offensive died that day along with hundreds of opposition fighters 47th
brigade survivors abandoned their remaining equipment eventually joining the
59th brigade in what became a full scale retreat of over ten thousand soldiers to
cuito cuanevale the myth perpetuated by post apartheid politicians goes
something like this the sadf force that destroyed 47th brigade on 3 october
numbered 6 000 men and that all the hard yards were run by the long suffering
unita the inconvenient truth is that there were just 36 south african boys on the
frontline that day but it is also true to say they would never have achieved such a
stunning victory without the support of many more this is their story

this work offers the first one volume comprehensive military history of modern
south africa a military history of south africa from the dutch khoi wars to the end of
apartheid represents the first comprehensive military history of south africa from
the beginning of european colonization in the cape during the 1650s to the current
postapartheid republic with particular emphasis on the last 200 years this balanced
analysis stresses the historical importance of warfare and military structures in the
shaping of modern south african society important themes include military
adaptation during the process of colonial conquest and african resistance the
growth of south africa as a regional military power from the early 20th century and
south african involvement in conflicts of the decolonization era organized
chronologically each chapter reviews the major conflicts policies and military
issues of a specific period in south african history coverage includes the wars of
colonial conquest 1830 69 the diamond wars 1869 81 the gold wars 1886 1910
world wars i and ii 1910 45 and the apartheid wars 1948 94

this study is the first comprehensive assessment of warfare in angola to cover all
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three phases of the nation s modern history the anti colonial struggle the cold war
phase and the post cold war era it also covers in detail the final phase of warfare in
angola culminating in jonas savimbi s death and the signing of the luena accord

let us go into action with charlie squadron living on the edge ratel 90s against
russian t55 tanks few against many a captivating read with beautiful twists and
turns without once losing the thread a story most profound of life in the military as
told by a young south african national serviceman who served during the south
african border war david mannal gives a vivid account of one of the fiercest
mechanised battles of contemporary warfare in africa which was fought in
southeast angola the battle of the lomba river on 3 october 1987 this was the
battle which turned the deliberate onslaught of an overwhelming angolan cuban
conventional coalition force at the height of the cold war and sent the enemy
reeling our young national servicemen were warriors for dauntless service
rendered by men such as 19 years old david mannall one can only feel and express
gratefulness their combined best proved good enough major general retired roland
de vries former commander of 61 mechanised battalion group 1981 1982 and
former deputy chief of the south african army back cover

a gripping story of the angolan civil war and how it evolved into a cold war struggle
between superpowers new york journal of books lasting over a quarter of a century
from 1975 to 2002 the angolan civil war began as a power struggle between two
former liberation movements the mpla and unita but became a cold war struggle
with involvement from the soviet union cuba south africa and the united states this
book examines the height of the cuban south african fighting in angola in 1987 88
when three thousand south african soldiers and about eight thousand unita
guerrilla fighters fought in alliance against the cubans and the armed forces of the
marxist mpla government a force of over fifty thousand men fred bridgland pieced
together the course of the war fought in one of the world s most remote and wild
terrains by interviewing the south africans who fought it and many of their stories
are woven into the narrative this classic account of a cold war struggle and its
momentous consequences for the participants and the continent now includes a
new preface and epilogue highlights just how much political and social
considerations dictate the outcome of war a highly detailed work of military history
the war for africa can tell us a lot about the nature of counter insurgency warfare
and how small states can become contested battlegrounds between superpowers
new york journal of books

new directions in african military history takes a thematic approach to the history
of war and military structures in africa and highlights the under researched areas
african military history represents a relatively new and fast growing sub field
bridging the previously wide gap between the well established genres of african
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history and military history based on a synthesis of existing literature and aimed at
a wide readership this book adopts a broad temporal range and uses select
examples to highlight a series of points to cover the pre colonial to post colonial
eras and offer examples from various parts of the continent this volume evaluates
controversial academic debates examining evidence research methods approaches
and changing historiographical contexts as well as pointing to potential new areas
of research it comprises seven thematic chapters on ways of war weapons
technology navies air power battles women combatants and genocide in african
history this volume will be of value to students and scholars alike interested in
modern history military history and african history

complete set since 1961 the adelphi papers have provided some of the most
informed accounts of international and strategic relations produced by the world
renowned international institute of strategic studies each paper provides a short
account of a subject of topical interest by a leading military figure policy maker or
academic the project reprints the first forty years of papers arranged into thematic
sets the collection as a whole provides a rich and insightful account of international
affairs during a period which spans the second half of the cold war the fall of the
communist bloc and the emergence of a new regime with the united states as the
sole superpower there is a wealth of global coverage four volumes on east and
southeast asia as well as individual volumes on china japan and korea particular
attention is given to the middle east with volumes addressing internal sources of
instability geo politics and the role of the superpowers the israel palestine conflict
and the iran iraq war and the first gulf war there is also a volume on oil and
insecurity there are also two volumes on africa the site of most of the world s wars
during the period the iiss has obviously made a particular contribution to the
understanding of military strategy and this is reflected with material on topics such
as urban and guerrilla warfare nuclear deterrence and the role of information in
modern warfare volumes on military strategy are complemented by approaches
from other disciplines such as defence economics key selling points early papers
were only distributed by the iiss and will have achieved limited penetration of the
academic market a host of major authors on a range of different subjects eg gerald
segal on china michael leifer on southeast asia sir lawrence freidman on the
revolution in military affairs raymond vernon on multinationals and defence
economics individual volumes will have a strong appeal to different markets eg the
volume on defence economics for economists various volumes for asian studies etc

on 3 october 1987 charlie squadron the iron fist of 61 mechanised battalion group
led the way in a decisive battle on the lomba river in southern angola as part of the
south african defence force s operation moduler although sadf tactical doctrine
dictated that the tanks of the angolan 47 brigade be countered with tanks the
young conscripts of charlie squadron were forced to face their enemy in vastly
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inferior ratels significantly handicapped by the vehicles thin armour and low
velocity guns not only were they facing a force far superior in terms of weaponry
but they were also hugely outnumbered and had to deal with terrain so dense that
their sight was severely impaired and their movement restricted through
interviews with veterans of the battle and diary entries from the time leopold
scholtz recreates the drama of this david vs goliath battle taking the reader
straight to the heart of the action a deeply human story ratels on the lomba tells of
how individuals react in the face of death and reveals how the war never left these
men not even when they returned home

personal accounts of paratroopers in combat situations in south africa s history in
order to obtain a balanced and fair account the author interviewed paratroopers of
all races parabat is also a study of how the exploits of the south african airborne
family are seen by the men on the ground the experiences have been set down
exactly as related to the author with no changes or apologies the swearing the
torture the emotions the turmoil the killings and the humor these are the accounts
of the paratrooper family from the war in angola in the 80s to the various township
wars in the 90s as well as south africa s intervention in lesotho in 1998

a multidisciplinary index covering the journal literature of the arts and humanities
it fully covers 1 144 of the world s leading arts and humanities journals and it
indexes individually selected relevant items from over 6 800 major science and
social science journals
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