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readers into with this set of essays constructed as a series of character studies the

essays are rooted in autobiographical material with biographical counterpoints tying

the poets distinctly to places even as they are placed however they are displaced

rudman s subjects from d h lawrence to czeslaw milosz to t s eliot are almost all

exiles either geographically or within themselves this exile spins anger into energy

transmuting emotion into imagination the same way that passaic falls known to

william carlos williams turns water into power the mosaic style of the essays

touches on nerve after  nerve avoiding the snags of academic jargon to ease

towards an illuminating truth about the artists shifting work and worlds some of the

samuels beckett and fuller were able to navigate these shifts while others coleridge

and johnson are shown to be less able to transmute their energy into motion

the first critical monograph to benefit from the textual rigour of archie burnett s

landmark edition of the complete poems 2012 radical larkin celebrates larkin s

technical genius by offering seven in depth analyses of the stylistic strategies he

used to create eleven of his most famous poems

this  volume  combines  a  theoretical  critique  of  the  biographical  method  that

dominates larkin studies with a revolutionary interpretation of his works that better

accounts for their profound influence upon leading postmodernists like ian mcewan

david mitchell carol ann duffy damien hirst and the creators of jerry springer the

opera

under the halo is an examination of whether william branham a twentieth century

faith healer and evangelist was a prophet of god as believed by an estimated 1 to

1 5 million followers who call  his teachings the message written by a former

message member who shares his journey into and out of this cult it s a well

researched  review  of  the  prophecies  visions  stories  and  doctrines  of  william

branham things that can t be questioned by those in the message though most

people today have never heard of william branham he had a significant influence on

pentecostalism and the christian charismatic movement after his passing zealous
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followers carried his sermons around the world today the bulk of his followers are

found in small pockets globally under the halo will be illuminating for both former

and present members of the message and those interested in the history of the

healing revival of the 1940s and 1950s or how fringe religious groups form and

thrive under the halo is more than an examination of the critical errors in william

branham s prophecies credibility and teaching it also provides practical advice to

anyone seeking to help members leave the message

those days was chosen for my book title because it describes in vivid detail what

happens during the days of those left here on earth when the church has been

taken to heaven it will be 2 520 days of god s increasing wrath poured out on man

such as has not been since the beginning of creation and unless the lord had

shortened those days no flesh would be saved mark 13 19 20

philip larkin was that rare thing among poets a household name in his own lifetime

lines such as never such innocence again and sexual intercourse began in nineteen

sixty three made him one of the most popular poets of the last century larkin s

reputation as a man however has been more controversial a solitary librarian known

for his pessimism he disliked exposure and had no patience with the literary circus

and  when  in  1992  the  publication  of  his  selected  letters  laid  bare  his

compartmentalised personal life accusations of duplicity faithlessness racism and

misogyny were levelled against him there is of course no requirement that poets

should be likeable or virtuous but james booth asks whether art and life were really

so deeply at odds with each other can the poet who composed the moving love

songs in age have been such a cold hearted man can he who uttered the playful

self deprecating words deprivation is for me what daffodils were for wordsworth

really have been so boorish a very different public image is offered by those who

shared the poet s life the women with whom he was romantically involved his

friends and his university colleagues it is with their personal testimony including

access to previously unseen letters that booth reinstates a man misunderstood not
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a  gaunt  emotional  failure  but  a  witty  provocative  and  entertaining  presence

delightful company an attentive son and a man devoted to the women he loved

meticulously researched unwaveringly frank and full of fresh material philip larkin life

art and love definitively reinterprets one of our greatest poets

our best selling poetry introduction offers a detailed commentary on the poetry of

philip larkin exploring the political and cultural contexts which have shaped his

contemporary reputation part 1 life and times traces larkin s early years and follows

his development within his career as a university librarian into one of the most

important and popular voices in twentieth century poetry part 2 artistic strategies

explores a range of methodologies and aesthetic influences by which larkin was

empowered to create poetry at once both accessible and profound part 3 reading

larkin provides detailed critical commentary on many of the poems from his three

major collections the less deceived the whitsun weddings and high windows part 4

reception outlines the history of larkin s reputation from the mid 1950s to the

present examining the debates to which his poetry has given rise john gilroy

teaches at anglia ruskin university and for the university of cambridge institute of

continuing education

exploring  the  complex  relationship  between  aesthetic  experience  and  personal

identity in larkin s work this book gives close and original readings of three major

poems here livings and aubade and two neglected but important themes larkin and

the supernatural larkin and flaubert

begin afresh the evolution of philip larkin s poetry offers incisive insightful and yet

lucid analyses of all the individual poems contained in the four major collections of

larkin 1922 1985 it also deals with his juvenile poems brunette coleman poems

those in in the grip of light and xx poems as well as his last poems the book also

discusses larkin s novels and débats it evaluates the critical opinions regarding

various aspects of larkin s poetry especially the issue of its development and shows

that it may not follow a clearly identifiable linear chronological line of evolution but
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it does evolve in a subtle way from one phase of his career to the next the book

explores how larkin discovered his own original inimitable idiosyncratic poetic voice

by truly democratising english poetry for the first time by writing accessible and

pleasurable poetry and by forging a new poetic out of a philistine aesthetic which

stands out as an artistic holotype it shows how larkin restores the relation between

poetry and the reading public a relation which was broken down by modernist

poets it also establishes how his poetic vision is neither optimistic nor pessimistic

but realistic in that it preserves the universal human condition without moralising or

philosophising the book aims to make a fresh departure in larkin criticism and mark

a  new era  in  larkin  studies  this  volume will  be  of  interest  to  students  and

researchers of modernism twentieth century literature poetry language and literature

larkin s extended adventures by dick willey taking place on a different planet than

what we are so familiar with the journey of larkin s extended adventures is a story

of hard work by common people who make the best out of what they have

creating a money less society where everyone is equal based on hard work and

mutual respect dick willey gives us a new take on society in a new giant melting

pot

despite the denigrating revelations of his published letters philip larkin looms larger

than ever both as an english national icon and as a championed voice of postwar

english poetry philip larkin popular culture and the english individual seeks to move

beyond the decades long preoccupation with larkin s reputation and canonical

status approaching larkin instead as part of a persevering cultural phenomenon

through  which  the  traditionally  distinguished  individual  is  reconstituted  in  the

company of the ordinary and the interchangeable it tracks how larkin s poetic texts

negotiate and engage with representations of  popular  culture at  a time when

notions  of  celebrity  authenticity  and cultural  authority  were  newly  and deeply

unsettled  by  rock  and  roll  and  when  cultural  capital  had  become a  coveted

substitute for diminished imperial wealth from his unprecedented f bombs to his
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cultivation of a familiar comedic personality this book examines how larkin realigns

common social practices and popular art forms be it attending a church service

watching television or enjoying a concert to the isolated knowing gaze of the

individual

philip  larkin  1992  1985  is  today  acclaimed  as  a  british  national  cultural  icon

historically a movementeer larkin followed the pleasure principle to democratize

poetry by forging a distinctive philistine aesthetic by employing a defiantly demotic

diction and by building his poems around a structure of rational discourse philip

larkin poetry that builds bridges is a well researched and immensely readable book

it is perhaps the only work available today that offers a comprehensive critical

account of the full range of larkin s poetry a significant contribution to larkin studies

this book provides a between the lines analysis of almost all the poems embodied

in the four major collections of larkin the north ship the less deceived the whitsun

weddings and high windows by exploiting the resources of larkin s letters his prose

writings  and  his  biography  the  author  traces  much  against  the  grain  of

contemporary  larkin  criticism  the  poet  s  thematic  attitudinal  and  technical

development from one book of his poetry to the next and shows the trend of larkin

s evolution with a holistic approach to the total corpus of larkin s poetry the author

perspectivises the poet and argues the larkin s achievements lie in his success in

building bridges between aestheticism and philistinism between empiricism and

transcendentalism between classicism and romanticism between modernism and

postmodernism between the native british poetic tradition and the anglo franco

american experimental line and above all between poetry and the reading public this

book also contends the larkin s vision of life is neither pessimistic nor optimistic but

tragic and melioristic

philip larkin a writer s life won the whitbread award for biography in 1993 and was

championed  as  an  exemplary  biography  of  its  kind  the  times  with  a  new

introduction written by the author this edition offers an engrossing portrait of one of
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the twentieth century s most popular and most private poets there will be other

lives of larkin but motion s like forster s of dickens will always have a special place

john carey sunday times larkin lived a quietly noble and exemplary version of the

writer s life motion affectionate but undeceived about the man s frailties a diligent

researcher and a deft reader of poetry has written an equally exemplary life of him

peter  conrad observer  honest  but  not  prurient  critical  but  also compassionate

motion s book could not be bettered alan bennett london review of books

astute times literary supplement beginning in the late 1930s this is the first book

length critical study of larkin s early work his poetry novels short fictions essays

and letters the book tells the story of philip larkin s early literary development

starting with larkin s earliest literary efforts and his remarkable correspondence with

jim sutton and ending at the point larkin s maturity begins with the writing of his

first great poems in providing a comprehensive and systematic study of this part of

larkin s life this book also presents a new and surprising narrative of larkin s

development critics have presented larkin s early career as a false start which he

overcame by swapping yeats s influence for hardy s having re discovered hardy s

poetry in 1946 the story goes larkin realised the potential of writing about his own

life and disavowed yeats central to this book s controversial counter narrative is an

insistence on the significance of brunette coleman the female heteronym larkin

invented in 1943 three years before his re discovery of hardy larkin wrote a strange

and unique series of works for schoolgirls under coleman s name these writings not

only led him away from yeats and other hindering influences but also away from

himself  whereas  the  yeats  to  hardy  narrative  emphasises  the  autobiographical

qualities  of  larkin  s  mature  verse  early  larkin  proposes  that  the  writer  s

breakthrough was a result of his burgeoning interest in everything outside himself

itself the consequence of his curious experiment with brunette coleman

in  this  two  volume  work  hundreds  of  alphabetically  arranged  entries  survey

contemporary lesbian gay bisexual transgendered and queer american literature and
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its social contexts comprehensive in scope and accessible to students and general

readers encyclopedia of contemporary lgbtq literature of the united states explores

contemporary american lgbtq literature and its social political cultural and historical

contexts included are several hundred alphabetically arranged entries written by

expert contributors students of literature and popular culture will appreciate the

encyclopedia s insightful survey and discussion of lgbtq authors and their works

while students of history and social issues will value the encyclopedia s use of

literature to explore lgbtq american society each entry is written by an expert

contributor and lists additional sources of information to further enhance study and

understanding the encyclopedia closes with a selected general bibliography of print

and electronic resources for student research

maeve brennan had a close friendship with philip larkin as well as working with him

for a number of years in this book she provides new insight into the poet s

complex personality overturning the perceived image of him as a misanthrope
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