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from one of our leading experts on foreign policy a full scale reinterpretation of america s
dealings from its earliest days with the rest of the world it is walter russell mead s thesis
that the united states by any standard has had a more successful foreign policy than any of the
other great powers that we have faced and faced down beginning as an isolated string of
settlements at the edge of the known world this country in two centuries drove the french and
the spanish out of north america forced britain then the world s greatest empire to respect
american interests dominated coalitions that defeated german and japanese bids for world power
replaced the tottering british empire with a more flexible and dynamic global system built on
american  power  triumphed  in  the  cold  war  and  exported  its  language  culture  currency  and
political values throughout the world yet despite and often because of this success both
americans and foreigners over the decades have routinely considered american foreign policy to
be amateurish and blundering a political backwater and an intellectual wasteland now in this
provocative study mead revisits our history to counter these appraisals he attributes this
unprecedented success as well as recurring problems to the interplay of four schools of thought
each with deep roots in domestic politics and each characterized by a central focus or concern
that have shaped our foreign policy debates since the american revolution the hamiltonian the
protection of commerce the jeffersonian the maintenance of our democratic system the jacksonian
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populist values and military might and the wilsonian moral principle and he delineates the ways
in which they have continually and for the most part beneficially informed the intellectual and
political bases of our success as a world power these four schools says mead are as vital today
as they were two hundred years ago and they can and should guide the nation through the
challenges ahead special providence is a brilliant analysis certain to influence the way america
thinks about its national past its future and the rest of the world

this book explores presidential justifications of every major american military conflict from
the war of 1812 to the second gulf war it generates two important findings first presidents
employ a specific standard the necessity standard publicly to justify decisions to go to war and
privately to make decisions regarding war and peace the necessity standard holds that major
military force should be used if no viable alternatives are available to protect vital interests
or discharge duties second when addressing the necessity standard presidents have disclosed
military and security policies that vary considerably in their patience with alternatives and
their definitions of vital interests and duties the book concludes by characterizing wars
categorizing presidential policies and outlining how the central position of the necessity
standard in the american politics of war and peace might affect policymaking processes conflict
management and the public s perceptions of wars and foreign policy

demonstrates american legal policymakers hold competing conceptions of the international rule of
law structured by foreign policy ideologies

it is the best and most effectively presented history of us foreign policy available it is
extremely  well  written  its  accessibility  is  established  by  the  book  s  clear  writing  and
presentation with no sacrifice of the more challenging theoretical and policy debates regarding
us foreign policy since 1945 glenn palmer penn state university the gold standard for textbooks
on american foreign policy american foreign policy since world war ii provides students with an
understanding of america s current challenges by exploring its historical experience as the
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world s predominant power since world war ii through this process of historical reflection and
insight students become better equipped to place the current problems of the nation s foreign
policy agenda into modern policy context with each new edition authors steven w hook and john
spanier find that new developments in foreign policy conform to their overarching theme there is
an american style of foreign policy imbued with a distinct sense of national exceptionalism this
twenty first edition continues to explore america s unique national style with chapters that
address the aftershocks of the arab spring and the revival of power politics additionally an
entirely new chapter devoted to the current administration discusses the implications of a
changing american policy under the trump presidency

allowing students to truly grasp the functions and frequent dysfunctions of america s foreign
policy agenda this book has long set the standard in guiding students through the complexities
of the field

american foreign policy often looks like a trail of man made debris and disaster of course the
explanations for many poorly made decisions are rather complex in this brief and cogent analysis
houghton shows us that understanding american foreign policy often comes down to recognizing the
cognitive limitations of the decision makers which affects the foreign policy process then there
is the nature of the decisions themselves quite a few decisions in american foreign policy
involve tragic choices where leaders are effectively confronted with a series of progressively
bad or uncomfortable options and it is equally clear that some policies are not the product of
any one individual s preferences but emerge as a consequence of the way in which complex modern
governments with large bureaucracies operate written with the interested layperson in mind as
well as students of international affairs this citizen s guide to american foreign policy asks
questions like why do presidents so often do things which seem to be directly against the
national interests of the united states not just in retrospect but even at the time why do there
seem to be so many fiascoes in us foreign policy why does congress sometimes tie the hands of
the president in foreign affairs why do presidents seem to respond more to opinion polls or to
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what s on cnn and fox news than they do to the core interests of the united states houghton s
overview helps us see past the partisan in fighting that too often obscures the central issues
in foreign affairs this is vital required reading for all readers who wish to better understand
america s involvement in the world

a fierce critique of civil religion as the taproot of america s bid for global hegemony pulitzer
prize winning historian walter a mcdougall argues powerfully that a pervasive but radically
changing faith that god is on our side has inspired u s foreign policy ever since 1776 the first
comprehensive study of the role played by civil religion in u s foreign relations over the
entire course of the country s history mcdougall s book explores the deeply infused religious
rhetoric that has sustained and driven an otherwise secular republic through peace war and
global interventions for more than two hundred years from the founding fathers and the crusade
for independence to the monroe doctrine through world wars i and ii and the decades long cold
war campaign against godless communism this coruscating polemic reveals the unacknowledged but
freely exercised dogmas of civil religion that bind together a god blessed america sustaining
the nation in its pursuit of an ever elusive global destiny

a thorough update of the standard bibliography of american foreign relations literature from
colonial times to the present day america has formed alliances exchanged diplomats traded goods
and services and fought wars with nations on every continent but antarctica and people have
written books articles reports and papers by the thousands on these subjects in american foreign
relations since 1600 the 2002 president of the society for historians of american foreign
relations robert beisner has worked with members of shafr to compile the most exhaustive survey
of writing on american foreign relations ever published covering 400 years of american history
his team of editors all top experts in the field have referenced and annotated nearly 20 000
published and nonpublished works it s all here from the mayflower compact to the my lai massacre
from the war of 1812 to the war on terrorism from the pre revolutionary era to the post cold war
world nearly 20 000 fully annotated bibliographical entries on topics such as the mexican
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revolution pan americanism wartime diplomacy the german threat and more a preface clearly
outlining the updated features of the book three analytical indexes to guide users to entry
information contributors and significant individuals biographical studies on individuals such as
john barrett william jennings bryan and theodore roosevelt

in this volume several leading foreign policy and international relations experts consider the
long term prospects and implications of us foreign policy as it has been shaped and practiced
during the presidency of george w bush the essays in this collection based on the research of
well respected scholars such as ole holsti loch johnson john ruggie jack donnelly robert leiber
karen mingst and edward luck offer a clear assessment while us resources are substantial
washington s ability to shape outcomes in the world is challenged by its expansive foreign
policy goals its exceptionalist approach to international relations serious questions about the
limits  of  its  hard  power  resources  as  well  as  fundamental  changes  in  the  global  system
illustrating one of the central ironies of the contemporary situation in foreign affairs and
international relations that at the very time of the unipolar moment the world has become
globalized to such an extent that the unilateralism of the bush administration leads as much to
resistance as it does to coercion compliance and cooperation american foreign policy in a
globalized world will be of interest to students and scholars of politics and international
relations

the united states confronts today s world with a foreign policy that is neither consistent
enough to be called a policy nor adequately responsive to foreign threats and opportunities it
is instead constructed in the marketplace of interests and not ideas that washington has become
as a result it is more likely to serve special interests rather than the national interest this
has come about because the end of the cold war globalization and political partisanship have
created a dysfunctional policy process this book explores this change in u s foreign policy
examines the roles of the primary actors ands assesses the potential for improvement book cover
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written in the belief that we must know where we ve come from in order to understand the issues
confronting us today this best seller offers a historical perspective and looks at the evolution
of our government brings everything right up to the present with an abundance of current and
student relevant examples new join the debate and on campus boxes engage students in the
material new analyzing visuals boxes help develop visual literacy skills

and for the larger global order chris seiple president institute for global engagement and
publisher of the review of faith international affairs

this edition presents an overview of american foreign policy prior to september 11 2001 the
debate over the future of american foreign policy proceeded at a measured pace since few
pressing threats to american national security seemed to exist in looking at the challenges
facing american foreign policy today it is also important that we keep in mind that the
terrorist attacks of sept 11 and the iraq war are not the only matters of concern to the united
states other important foreign policy issues remain for this reason we continue to examine a
broad range of issues confronting american foreign policy in this volume to the reader
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