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the cosmotheandric experience is not a christian or an indic or a buddhist study but an interdisciplinary study with a firm

foundation it aims at an integration of the whole of reality we have to reconstruct the body of prajapati even if some of the parts

feel unworthy are shy or run away we have to think of all of the fragments of the present world in order to bring them together into

a harmonious though not monoliithic whole the cosmotheandric principle which the author advocates could be formulated by
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saying that the divine the human and the earthly are three irreducible dimensions which constitute the real

since the mid 1960s new religious movements some exotic some homegrown have burgeoned all over the united states a sense of

self awareness and spiritual sensitivity have found expression in the lives of large numbers of people especially among youth why

would this happen what do these movements teach and what effect do they have on the future how does religious consciousness

relate to other manifestations of social change such as communal living group therapy and radical politics beginning in 1971 an

extensive research project was undertaken by a team of sociologists historians and theologians seeking answers to these questions

through a combination of interviews and participant observations they studied new religious and quasi religious groups in the san

francisco bay area a spawning ground for upwards of one hundred such movements the new religious consciousness opens with

reports on three eastern based movements the healthy happy holy organization hare krishna and divine light more popularly known

by the name of its leader maharaj ji three quasi religious movements are then considered the new left the human potential

movement esalen est scientology etc and synanon next three movements having their roots in western religious traditions are

examined the christian world liberation front an offshoot of the jesus movement catholic charismatic renewal and the church of

satan whose members believe in witchcraft succeeding chapters are devoted to estimating the impact of these movements on

established religions and the population at large and to the history of earlier periods of religious ferment in the united states the

book concludes with provocative essays by the editors in which they present separate and differing analyses of the sources nature

and meaning of the new religious consciousness a variety of perspectives are represented here phenomenological theological

experiential sociological and social psychological the result is a book rich in insight about the nature of new religions taken

together with a companion volume robert wuthnow s the consciousness reformation also published by university of california press

the  new  religious  consciousness  provides  the  first  comprehensive  study  of  american  countercultural  belief  systems  with

contributions by randall h alfred robert n bellah charles y glock barbara hargrove donald heinz gregory johnson ralph lane jr jeanne

messer richard ofshe thomas piazza linda k pritchard donald stone alan tobey james wolfe robert wuthnow this title is part of uc

press s voices revived program which commemorates university of california press s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest

minds and give them voice reach and impact drawing on a backlist dating to 1893 voices revived makes high quality peer reviewed

scholarship accessible once again using print on demand technology this title was originally published in 1976

the oxford handbook of new religious movements both covers the current state of the field and breaks new ground its contributors

drawn form both sociology and religious studies are leading figures in the study of nrms

the american public s perception of new religious movements nrms as fundamentally harmful cults stems from the anticult

movement of the 1970s which gave a sometimes hysterical and often distorted image of nrms to the media at the same time

academics  pioneered  a  new field  studying  these  same nrms  from sociological  and  historical  perspectives  they  offered  an

interpretation that ran counter to that of the anticult movement for these scholars in the new field of nrm studies nrms were
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legitimate religions deserving of those freedoms granted to established religions those scholars in nrm studies continued to evolve

methods and theories to study nrms this book tells their story each chapter begins with a biography of a key person involved in

studying nrms the narrative unfolds chronologically beginning with late nineteenth and early twentieth century perceptions of

religions alternative to the mainstream then the focus shifts to those early efforts in the 1960s and 1970s to comprehend the

growing phenomena of cults or nrms using the tools of academic disciplines the book s midpoint is a chapter that looks closely at

the scholarship of the anticult movement and from there moves forward in time to the present highlighting themes in the study of

nrms like violence gender and reflexive ethnography no other book has used the scholars of nrms as the focus for a study in this

way the material in this volume is therefore a fascinating viewpoint from which to explore the origins of this vibrant academic

community as well as analyse the practice of religious studies more generally

since its inception around 1970 the study of new religious movements nrms has evolved into an established multidisciplinary field

at the same time both the movements and the scholars who study them have been the subjects of intense controversy in this volume

a group of senior nrm scholars who have been instrumental in the development of the field will offer pivotal essays that present the

basics of nrm scholarship along with guidance for teachers on classroom use the book is organized topically around subjects that

are both central to the study of nrms and likely to be useful to non specialists part i contains examinations of the definitional

boundaries of the area of study varying disciplinary perspectives on nrms unique methodological ethical problems encountered in

the study of nrms and the controversies that have confronted scholars studying nrms and the movements themselves part ii

examines a series of topics central to teaching about nrms the larger sociocultural significance of the movements their distinctive

symbolic and organizational features the interrelated processes of joining and leaving nrms the organization of gender roles in nrms

media and popular culture portrayals of the movements the occurrence of corruption and abuse within movements and violence by

and against nrms part iii provides informational resources for teaching about nrms which are particularly important in a field where

knowing the  biases  of  sources  is  crucial  with  its  interdisciplinary approach the  volume provides  comprehensive accessible

information and perspectives on nrms it is an invaluable guide for instructors navigating this scholarly minefield

the 1980s saw the emergence of new age and neo paganism as major new religious movements in the first book length study of

these movements michael york describes their rituals and beliefs and examines the similarities differences and relationships

between them he profiles particular groups including the church universal triumphant nordic pagans and the covenant of unitarian

pagans and questions the adequacy of existing sociological categories for describing these largely amorphous phenomena

renner studies on new religions is an initiative supported by the danish research council for the humanities the series was

established to publish books on alternative spiritual movements from a wide range of perspectives the books will appeal to an

international readership of scholars students and professionals in the study of religion theology the arts and the social sciences it is

hoped that this series will provide a proper context for scientific exchange between these often competing disciplines stimulated by
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travel mass media and education individuals have spent the twentieth century questioning organized religion and at the start of a

new millennium many are turning to spirituality rooted in ancient practice but modernized by secular experience in this volume an

international group of authors surveys the religious and spiritual movements growing in popularity in western europe including to

name a few theosophy transcendental meditation the rosicrucians the occult and hare krishna

this premier collection of presentations analyzes mythologist joseph campbell s life and work

contributors originally presented their ideas for this book at the iv international congress on the intercultural philosophy held in

bangalore india in september 2001 participants from asia africa europe and latin america make the case that only by creating

conditions of social justice and equality at the world level can we be guaranteed a free interaction in which cultures without the

fear of being colonized can accept and promote from within a mutual transformation
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