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originally published in 1922 this translation of french historian omile gebhart s work by hulme gives a detailed religious history of italy in
the middle ages clearly demonstrating gebhart s expertise in this area poetry art and politics all centred around religion in the period
studied and gebhart identifies three key areas to be discussed the church in rome christian concern and rationalism or secular
independence whilst also focussing on famous heretics of the period including arnold of brescia and francis of assisi this title will be of

interest to students of history

the heresy of jacob frank is the first monograph length study on the religious philosophy of jacob frank 1726 1791 who in the wake of
false messiah sabbetai zevi led the largest mass apostasy in jewish history based on close readings of frank s late teachings recorded in
1784 and 1790 this book challenges scholarly presentations of frank that depict him as a sex crazed degenerate and presents frank as an
original and prescient figure at the crossroads of tradition and modernity reason and magic kabbalah and western esotericism frank s
worldview combines a skeptical rejection of religious law as ineffectual and repressive with a supernatural esoteric myth of immortal
beings material magic and worldly power with close readings of the theological and narrative passages of frank s teachings michaelson
shows how the frankist sect evolved from its sabbatean roots and the infamous 1757 59 disputations before the catholic church into a
western esoteric society based on alchemy secrecy and sexual liberation sexual ritual apparently tightly limited and controlled by the sect
was not a libertine bacchanal but an enactment of the messianic reality a corporealization of what would later become known as
spirituality while frank was undoubtedly a manipulative even abusive leader whose sect mostly disappeared from history michaelson
suggests that his ideology anticipated themes that would become predominant in the haskalah early hasidism and even contemporary new
age judaism in an inversion of traditional religious values frank s antinomian theology held personal flourishing to be a religious virtue

affrmed only the material and transferred messianic eros into social sexual and political reality

in this final work of his american trilogy nicholas hagger focuses on the unified world state it is america s secret destiny to create and
on the world s divided culture that impedes its creation throughout world culture there are conflicting and entrenched metaphysical and

secular approaches that permeate all its main disciplines including history philosophy and science literature and comparative religion in
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each discipline there is a tussle between the traditional religious view which is supported by the 4 6 billion of the world s 7 3 billion
population that follow a religion and the secular and social approach associated with humanism and the scientific reductionism of hawking
and dawkins which sees the universe as a random accident hagger argues that it is america s secret destiny to bring in a democratic un
based partly federal world state that can unify humankind the conflict between metaphysical and secular approaches can be healed within
a new reconciling philosophy that unites both outlooks universalism which is already making an impact in the us the key to this
reconciliation is focusing on the scientific view of the order in the universe and on the experience of the common essence which resides
in all religions the belief in the ordering light and on the traditional view of order in the seven disciplines of world culture this
reconciliation can reunify each discipline and therefore world culture and create world unity restoring the metaphysical vision of order in

world culture can strengthen americ s harmonizing of humankind within a world state based on political universalism

t s eliot s civilized savage revisits this poet s drafts and canonical poetry in a sometimes dismissive critical arena while contemporary
readers emphasize eliot s charged personal life his anti semitism his political conservatism and his misogyny laurie macdiarmid argues that
although eliot s poetics are shaped by private fears and fantasies in many ways these are the ghosts of a culture that accepts and
celebrates him comparing early versions with finished poems this book explores the development and ramifications of eliot s impersonal
poetic without losing sight of his influential haunting work examining eliot s neurotic relationship with women and his escape into women
and his escape into spirituality this book observes how eliot conceived and eroticized poetry of worship and a poetic that dictated a

sacrificial relationship to a savage god

the essays within beyond catholicism trace the interconnections of belief heresy and mysticism in italian culture from the middle ages to
today in particular they explore how religious discourse has unfolded within italian culture in the context of shifting paradigms of

rationality authority time good and evil and human collectivities

after ten years of writing in other areas peter | berger returns to the problem of religion and modernity discussed in his earlier book a
rumor of angels in the heretical imperative however not only is the argument developed further in terms of the challenge to religion of

modern secularism but it is also argued that a new and greatly promising encounter is about to take place between the judaeo christian
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tradition and the great religions of asia berger discusses the options for religious thought in the contemporary world and suggests that

out of the confrontation between different traditions may come a powerful revitalization of religious faith

patterns of world history offers a distinct framework for understanding the global past through the study of origins interactions and
adaptations authors peter von sivers charles a desnoyers and george stow each specialists in their respective fields examine the full range
of human ingenuity over time and space in a comprehensive even handed and critical fashion the book helps students to see and
understand patterns through origins interactions adaptations these key features show the o i a framework in action seeing patterns a list

of key questions at the beginning of each chapter focuses students on the 3 5 over arching patterns which are revisited considered and

synthesized at the end of the chapter in thinking through patterns each chapter includes a patterns up close case study that brings into

sharp relief the o i a pattern using a specific idea or thing that has developed in human history and helped in turn develop human

history like the innovation of the chinese writing system or religious syncretism in india each case study clearly shows how an innovation

originated either in one geographical center or independently in several different centers it demonstrates how as people in the centers

interacted with their neighbors the neighbors adapted to and in many cases were transformed by the idea object or event adaptations

include the entire spectrum of human responses ranging from outright rejection to creative borrowing and at times forced acceptance

concept maps at the end of each chapter use compelling graphical representations of ideas and information to help students remember

and relate the big patterns of the chapter
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