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this publication a joint initiative of the world commission on the ethics of scientific
knowledge and technology comest and the unesco division of ethics of science and
technology contains essays written by eight leading international experts in this
relatively new inter disciplinary area of applied ethics these papers consider the moral
dimensions of environmental management issues and explores proposals for effective
international policy making to promote environmental objectives

what is the ethical significance of the environment how shall we dwell on and with the
earth and what if anything do we owe to future generations time and the land pursues
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these questions through each of the four most prominent theories of ethics in the
western philosophical tradition utilitarianism distributive justice kantian deontology and
virtue ethics for each theory derek parfit s non identity problem serves as a test case
parfit showed how some environmental policy decisions might harm no one in the far
distant future even if they produce situations all would agree are intrinsically repugnant
myers seeks a theory of environmental ethics that not only responds to pressing moral
problems in environmental policy but also avoids the paradox of the non identity
problem myers concludes that no single theory by itself can accomplish this task a
synthesis of ethics is required but virtue must lead the way as virtue is not a utility
maximizing theory it avoids the non identity problem at the same time its potential for
responding to environmental ethics dilemmas is deep myers concludes that the aim for
a worthwhile human life must include the aim to create and sustain the environmental
conditions in which the worthwhile human life is possible and supported a virtuous
person takes care of the future through aiming at ends which are while achievable in
the present also temporally continuous and ongoing even beyond the one s own
lifetime and the future which it is virtuous to aim for is the one which brings out one s
best qualities in the course of striving for it

this latest addition to the acclaimed oxford readings in philosophy series offers a
selection of some of the best articles on ethics and the environment written in the last
twenty years focusing on the philosophical issues underlying this key topic the
contributions cover duties to future people resource conservation species and
wilderness preservation the relevance of ecology to ethics ecofeminism and the tension
between political liberalism and environmentalism including writings by baird callicot
colleen d clements mary midgley john passmore holmes rolston iii mark sagoff elliott
sober mary b williams andrew brennan freya matthews val plumwood and richard
routley this accessible and timely book makes a perfect introduction to the main
debates in this area

in this clear concise comprehensively revised and up to date introduction to
environmental ethics robin attfield guides the student through the key issues and
debates in this field in ways that will also be of interest to a wide range of scholars and
researchers the book introduces environmental problems and environmental ethics and
surveys theories of the sources of the problems attfield also puts forward his own
original contribution to the debates advocating biocentric consequentialism among
theories of normative ethics and defending objectivism in meta ethics the possibilities of
ethical consumerism and investment are discussed and the nature and basis of
responsibilities for future generations in such areas as sustainable development are
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given detailed consideration attfield adopts an inclusive cosmopolitan perspective in
discussions of global ethics and citizenship and illustrates his argument with a
discussion of global warming mitigation adaptation and global justice the revised
edition features a new chapter on climate change new treatments of animal issues
ecofeminism environmental aesthetics invasion biology and virtue ethics and new
applications of the precautionary principle to fisheries genetic engineering and synthetic
biology the glossary and bibliography have been updated to assist understanding of
these themes the text uses a range of devices to aid understanding such as summaries
of key issues and guides to further reading and relevant websites it has been written
particularly with a view to the needs of students taking courses in environmental ethics
and will be of interest to students and scholars of philosophy ethics geography religion
and environmental studies

we live during a crucial period of human history on earth anthropogenic environmental
changes are occurring on global scales at unprecedented rates despite a long history of
environmental intervention never before has the collective impact of human behaviors
threatened all of the major bio systems on the planet decisions we make today will have
significant consequences for the basic conditions of all life into the indefinite future
what should we do how should we behave in what ways ought we organize and respond
the future of the world as we know it depends on our actions today a cutting edge
introduction to environmental ethics in a time of dramatic global environmental change
this collection contains forty five newly commissioned articles with contributions from
well established experts and emerging voices in the field chapters are arranged in
topical sections social contexts history science economics law and the anthropocene
who or what is of value humanity conscious animals living individuals and wild nature
the nature of value truth and goodness practical reasons hermeneutics phenomenology
and aesthetics how things ought to matter consequences duty and obligation character
traits caring for others and the sacred essential concepts responsibility justice gender
rights ecological space risk and precaution citizenship future generations and
sustainability key issues pollution population energy food water mass extinction
technology and ecosystem management climate change mitigation adaptation
diplomacy and geoengineering and social change conflict pragmatism sacrifice and
action each chapter explains the role played by central theories ideas issues and
concepts in contemporary environmental ethics and their relevance for the challenges
of the future

through a series of multidisciplinary readings environmental ethics the big questions
contextualizes environmental ethics within the history of western intellectual tradition
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and traces the development of theory since the 1970s includes an extended introduction
that provides an historical and thematic introduction to the field of environmental ethics
features a selection of brief original essays on why to study environmental ethics by
leaders in the field contextualizes environmental ethics within the history of the western
intellectual tradition by exploring anthropocentric human centered and
nonanthropocentric precedents offers an interdisciplinary approach to the field by
featuring seminal work from eminent philosophers biologists ecologists historians
economists sociologists anthropologists nature writers business writers and others
designed to be used with a web site which contains a continuously updated archive of
case studies environmentalethics info

case studies in environmental ethics is a collection of more than 40 case studies
covering diverse topics such as genetic engineering aesthetics pollution animal rights
population and resource management it is intended as a supplemental book for college
courses primarily in environmental ethics each case presents factual information on a
particular topic followed by a discussion of the ethical implications of each topic and
several insightful discussion questions the cases are concise yet rich in detail and
controversy to provide significant classroom discussion these cases focus on
philosophical and policy decisions that students are likely to encounter in their everyday
lives in addition the book provides numerous sources and an internet resources section
to allow students to research the issues found in the cases

broad in scope this introduction to environmental ethics considers both contemporary
issues and the extent of humanity s responsibility for distant future life john nolt a
logician and environmental ethicist interweaves contemporary science logical analysis
and ethical theory into the story of the expansion of ethics beyond the human species
and into the far future informed by contemporary environmental science the book
deduces concrete policy recommendations from carefully justified ethical principles and
ends with speculations concerning the deepest problems of environmental ethics
pedagogical features include chapter outlines annotated suggestions for further
readings the explanations of key terms when first mentioned and an extensive glossary

explores ethical issues related to environmental conservation and sustainability
discusses the moral responsibilities of individuals and societies

respect for nature defends a biocentric theory of environmental ethics without making
claims for the moral rights of plants and animals paul taylor offers a reasoned
alternative to the prevailing anthropocentric view according to which the natural
environment and its wild biotic communities are valued only as objects for human use
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or enjoyment

this anthology designed for use in undergraduate courses in environmental ethics
includes new and classic readings by leading writers in the field full length case studies
and many short discussion cases introductions and discussion questions are provided
for all the essays with each chapter introduced by a summary of the issues and
appropriate philosophic historical and scientific background exploring ethical theory
environmental ethics science and the environmental movement earthcare also offers
suggestions for students on how to think about ethics and the environment through
many worldviews religions and philosophical perspectives this collection grapples with
environmental ethics issues from valuing nature concerns about the atmosphere water
land animals and human population as well as the interlocking and often problematic
interests of business consumption energy and sustainability this book also features
examples of a wide variety of environmentally engaged individuals giving students a
way of seeing the connections between the material studied and what they themselves
might accomplish

introduces environmental ethics exploring the values involved in issues such as
pollution habitat loss and climate change and considering the different groups involved
including the attitudes of the world s religions to environmental stewardship

no one looking ahead at the middle of the last century could have foreseen the extent
and the importance of the ensuing environmental crises now more than a decade into
the next century no one can ignore it a new environmental ethics the next millennium
for life on earth offers clear powerful and oftentimes moving thoughts from one of the
first and most respected philosophers to write on the environment rolston an early and
leading pioneer in studying the moral relationship between humans and the earth
surveys the full spectrum of approaches in the field of environmental ethics this book
however is not simply a judicious overview instead it offers critical assessments of
contemporary academic accounts and draws on a lifetime of research and experience to
suggest an outlook for the future as a result this focused forward looking analysis will
be a necessary complement to any balanced textbook or anthology in environmental
ethics and will teach its readers to be responsible global citizens and residents of their
landscape helping ensure that the future we have will be the one we wish for

environmental ethics is an introductory textbook on ethical issues about the
environment and our involvement with it

we have used this book manuscript form as supplemental reading in our environmental
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engineering classes at duke university the discussion of ethics is usually reserved for the
final few days of class when the students should start asking so what about course
material we respond to this question by covering the principles of ethics in one lecture
and spending two or more sessions discussing various readings engineering students
who have spent four years learning how to crunch numbers and to solve technical
problems to three significant figures admit that the study of environmental ethics
introduces new and exciting concepts into their professional thinking and provides a
perspective which otherwise would be missing from their education

to comprehensively address the complexities of current socio ecological problems
involved in global environmental change it is indispiseble to achieve an integration of
ecological understanding and ethical values contemporary science proposes an
inclusive ecosystem concept that recognizes humans as components contemporary
environmental ethics includes eco social justice and the realization that as important as
biodiversity is cultural diversity inter cultural inter institutional and international
collaboration requiring a novel approach known as biocultural conservation right action
in confronting the challenges of the 21st century requires science and ethics to be
seamlessly integrated this book resulted from the 14th cary conference that brought
together leading scholars and practitioners in ecology and environmental philosophy to
discuss core terminologies methods questions and practical frameworks for long term
socio ecological research education and decision making

in a fluid narrative style environmental ethics for a postcolonial world links
environmentalism with colonialism and makes the strong case through well
documented examples that rapid economic change has caused an environmental and
population crisis curtin also offers a unique interpretation of familiar history with
surprising conclusions about the relationship between colonial attitudes and
environmentalism today more than ever globalization demands that the so called third
world not face their social and environmental issues alone this book offers clear
examples of environmental strategies for our new globalized culture and is not only
ideal for courses in environmental ethics globalization and environmental politics it
offers students and general readers a practical guide for change

the book serves as an introduction to ethical theory as it applies to environmental issues
and as a casebook on contemporary problems of science industry and individual
decision making it provides a readable yet philosophically careful survey of the field of
environmental ethics it is comprehensive covering topics from the relevance of aristotle
s ethics for environmental issues to deep ecology and ecofeminism concise and easy to
read the only introductory book that covers both ethical theory and policy cases and
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empirical concerns integrated with philosophical discussions chapters begin with
discussion cases and end with questions for further discussion and suggested readings
epilogue on moral pluralism has been expanded to include a more thorough discussion

of objectivity in ethics and diversity among ethical perspectives

this book shows that environmental protection is a global concern that must enlist all of

humanity s cultural religious and moral resources the nine essays in this volume explore
the foundations of environmental ethics in the western philosophical tradition as well as
from the perspectives of christianity islam daoism and buddhism and propose morally

responsible attitudes towards nature and the environment
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