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with the advent of liquid modernity the society of producers is transformed into a society of consumers in this new consumer

society individuals become simultaneously the promoters of commodities and the commodities they promote they are at one

and the same time the merchandise and the marketer the goods and the travelling salespeople they all inhabit the same social

space that is customarily described by the term the market the test they need to pass in order to acquire the social prizes they

covet requires them to recast themselves as products capable of drawing attention to themselves this subtle and pervasive

transformation of consumers into commodities is the most important feature of the society of consumers it is the hidden truth

the deepest and most closely guarded secret of the consumer society in which we now live in this new book zygmunt bauman

examines the impact of consumerist attitudes and patterns of conduct on various apparently unconnected aspects of social life

politics and democracy social divisions and stratification communities and partnerships identity building the production and

use of knowledge and value preferences the invasion and colonization of the web of human relations by the worldviews and

behavioural  patterns inspired and shaped by commodity markets  and the sources of  resentment  dissent  and occasional
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resistance to the occupying forces are the central themes of this brilliant new book by one of the worlds most original and

insightful social thinkers

global thinker public intellectual and world famous theorist of liquid modernity zygmunt bauman 1925 2017 was a scholar

who despite forced migration built a very successful academic career and after retirement became a prolific and popular writer

and an intellectual talisman for young people everywhere he was one of those rare scholars who grey haired and in his eighties

had his finger on the pulse of the youth this is the first comprehensive biography of bauman s life and work izabela wagner

returns to bauman s native poland and recounts his childhood in an assimilated polish jewish family and the school experiences

shaped by anti semitism bauman s life trajectory is typical of his generation and social group the escape from nazi occupation

and soviet secondary education communist engagement enrolment in the polish army as a political officer participation in the

ww ii and the support for the new political regime in the post war poland wagner sheds new light on the post war period and

bauman s activity as a kbw political officer his eviction in 1953 from the military ranks and his academic career reflect the

dynamic context of poland in 1950s and 1960s his professional career in poland was abruptly halted in 1968 by the anti

semitic purges bauman became a refugee again leaving poland for israel and then settling down in leeds in the uk in 1971 his

work would flourish in leeds and after his retirement in 1991 he entered a period of enormous productivity which propelled

him onto the international stage as one of the most widely read and influential social thinkers of our time wagner s biography

brings out the complex connections between bauman s life experiences and his work showing how his trajectory as an outsider

forced into exile by the anti semitic purges in poland has shaped his thinking over time her careful and thorough account will

be the standard biography of bauman s life and work for years to come

a victim of the nazis then the communists twice a refugee yet always remaining a committed socialist in countless ways

zygmunt bauman lived the political upheavals of the twentieth and twenty first centuries he was an actor within them bauman s

own lived history informed his politics which found expression in varying degrees in his sociology as he wrote extensively on

socialism democracy bureaucracy morality europe and the jewish experience this volume brings together hitherto unknown or

rare pieces by bauman on the themes of history and politics by drawing upon previously unpublished material from the

bauman archive at the university of leeds a substantial introduction by the editors provides readers with a lucid guide through

this material and develops connections to bauman s other works the second volume in a series of books that will make

available the lesser known writings of one of the most influential social thinkers of our time history and politics will be of

interest to students and scholars across the arts humanities and social sciences and to a wider readership

the passage from solid to liquid modernity has created a new and unprecedented setting for individual life pursuits confronting

individuals with a series of challenges never before encountered social forms and institutions no longer have enough time to

solidify and cannot serve as frames of reference for human actions and long term life plans so individuals have to find other
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ways to organise their lives they have to splice together an unending series of short term projects and episodes that don t add

up to the kind of sequence to which concepts like career and progress could meaningfully be applied such fragmented lives

require individuals to be flexible and adaptable to be constantly ready and willing to change tactics at short notice to abandon

commitments and loyalties without regret and to pursue opportunities according to their current availability in liquid modernity

the individual must act plan actions and calculate the likely gains and losses of acting or failing to act under conditions of

endemic uncertainty zygmunt bauman s brilliant writings on liquid modernity have altered the way we think about the

contemporary world in this short book he explores the sources of the endemic uncertainty which shapes our lives today and in

so doing he provides the reader with a brief and accessible introduction to his highly original account developed at greater

length in his previous books of life in our liquid modern times

zygmunt bauman was both an outsider of western modernity and one of its foremost interpreters he was an exemplary figure in

twentieth century intellectual work on exile who experienced both nazi and soviet forms of totalitarianism the first work to

draw extensively on bauman s personal archive zygmunt bauman and the west argues that the distinctive social thought that

sprang  from  bauman  s  lived  experiences  of  exile  amounts  to  a  sustained  sophisticated  and  hitherto  unappreciated

problematization of eurocentrism and the west through an overview of the intellectual s thought and his contribution to

sociology jack palmer explores bauman s experience and interpretation of the west and seeks to understand his work in a

broader context outside of the eurocentric environment from which it was born intervening in a resurgent sociology of

intellectuals zygmunt bauman and the west re evaluates the place of the west in social and political thought

zygmunt bauman was one of the great social thinkers of our time inventor of the idea of liquid modernity he transformed our

way of thinking about the social conditions shaping our lives today his own life was shaped by the great social forces that

scarred the second half of the twentieth century war communism antisemitism forced migration his work bears the traces of an

outsider who knew all too well the enormous impact that social and political forces can have on personal lives bauman never

wrote a full biography but he wrote extended letters to his daughters in which he recounted the details of his life his childhood

and schooling his experiences during the war and its aftermath his forced emigration from poland in 1968 and his subsequent

life in exile first in israel and then in the uk where he eventually settled at the university of leeds this book makes available for

the first time these fragments of a life recounted woven into a compelling autobiographical narrative that is laced with the

broader reflections of a master thinker on some of the great issues of our time identity antisemitism and totalitarianism

taking  the  cue  from the  currency  of  risk  in  popular  and  interdisciplinary  academic  discourse  this  book  explores  the

development of the english novel in relation to the emergence and institutionalization of risk from its origins in probability

theory in the late seventeenth century to the global risk society in the twenty first century focussing on 29 novels from defoe to

mcewan this book argues for the contemporaneity of the rise of risk and the novel and suggests that there is much to gain from
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reading the risk society from a diachronic literary cultural perspective tracing changes and continuities the fictional case

studies reveal the human preoccupation with safety and control of the future they show the struggle with uncertainties and the

construction of individual or collective logics of risk which oscillate between rational calculation and emotion helplessness and

denial and an enabling or destructive sense of adventure and danger advancing the study of risk in fiction beyond the

confinement to dystopian disaster narratives this book shows how topical notions such as chance and probability uncertainty

and responsibility fears of decline and transgression all cluster around risk

in this new book bauman examines how we have moved away from a heavy and solid hardware focused modernity to a light

and liquid software based modernity this passage he argues has brought profound change to all aspects of the human condition

the new remoteness and un reachability of global systemic structure coupled with the unstructured and under defined fluid

state of the immediate setting of life politics and human togetherness call for the rethinking of the concepts and cognitive

frames used to narrate human individual experience and their joint history this book is dedicated to this task bauman selects

five of the basic concepts which have served to make sense of shared human life emancipation individuality time space work

and community and traces their successive incarnations and changes of meaning liquid modernity concludes the analysis

undertaken in bauman s two previous books globalization the human consequences and in search of politics together these

volumes form a brilliant analysis of the changing conditions of social and political life by one of the most original thinkers

writing today

reviewers comments on the first edition zygmunt bauman presents a cogently argued and compelling thesis an important book

from a distinguished scholar that adds a new dimension to the poverty debate british journal of sociology it will be of great

interest and value to students teachers and researchers in sociology and social policy bauman provides a very forceful and

sophisticated statement of the case and a very well written one too as a wide ranging analysis of our present discontents it is

an admirable example of the sort of challenge which sociology at its best can offer to us and our fellow citizens to re assess

and re think our current social arrangements work employment and society this is a stylish and persuasive analysis of the

transition between the age of the society of producers to that of the society of consumers political studies it is one thing to be

poor in a society of producers and universal employment it is quite a different thing to be poor in a society of consumers in

which life projects are built around consumer choices rather than on work professional skills or jobs where being poor was

once linked to being unemployed today it draws its meaning primarily from the plight of a flawed consumer this has a

significant effect on the way living in poverty is experienced and on the prospects for redeeming its misery work consumerism

and the new poor traces this change over the duration of modern history it makes an inventory of its social consequences and

considers how effective different ways of fighting poverty and relieving its hardships are the new edition of this seminal work

features updated coverage of key thinkers in the field discussion of recent work on redundancy disposability and exclusion

current thinking on the effects of capital flows on different countries and the changes on the shop floor through for example
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business process re engineering new material on security and vulnerability key reading for students and lecturers in sociology

politics and social policy and those with an interest in contemporary social issues

this liquid modern world of ours like all liquids cannot stand still and keep its shape for long everything keeps changing the

fashions we follow the events that intermittently catch our attention the things we dream of and things we fear and we the

inhabitants of this world in flux feel the need to adjust to its tempo by being flexible and constantly ready to change we want

to know what is going on and what is likely to happen but what we get is an avalanche of information that threatens to

overwhelm us how are we to sift the information that really matters from the heaps of useless and irrelevant rubbish how are

we to derive meaningful messages from senseless noise we face the daunting task of trying to distinguish the important from

the insubstantial distil the things that matter from false alarms and flashes in the pan nothing escapes scrutiny so stubbornly as

the ordinary things of everyday life hiding in the light of deceptive and misleading familiarity to turn them into objects of

attention and scrutiny they must first be torn out from that daily routine the apparently familiar must be made strange this is

precisely what zygmunt bauman seeks to do in these 44 letters each tells a story drawn from ordinary lives but tells it in order

to reveal an extraordinariness that we might otherwise overlook arresting revealing disconcerting these snapshots of life by the

most brilliant analyst of our liquid modern world will appeal to a wide readership

bauman urges us to think in new ways about a newly flexible newly challenging modern world in an era of routine travel

where most people circulate widely the inherited beliefs that aid our thinking about the world have become an obstacle he

challenges members of the knowledge class to overcome their estrangement from the rest of society

the integration of robotic systems and artificial intelligence into healthcare settings is accelerating as these technological

developments interact socially with children the elderly or the disabled they may raise concerns besides mere physical safety

concerns that include data protection inappropriate use of emotions invasion of privacy autonomy suppression decrease in

human interaction and cognitive safety given the novelty of these technologies and the uncertainties surrounding the impact of

care automation it is unclear how the law should respond this book investigates the legal and regulatory implications of the

growing use of personal care robots for healthcare purposes it explores the interplay between various aspects of the law

including safety data protection responsibility transparency autonomy and dignity and it examines different robotic and ai

systems such as social therapy robots physical assistant robots for rehabilitation and wheeled passenger carriers highlighting

specific problems and challenges in regulating complex cyber physical systems in concrete healthcare applications it critically

assesses the adequacy of current industry standards and emerging regulatory initiatives for robots and ai after analyzing the

potential legal and ethical issues associated with personal care robots it concludes that the primarily principle based approach

of recent law and robotics studies is too abstract to be as effective as required by the personal care context instead it

recommends bridging the gap between general legal principles and their applicability in concrete robotic and ai technologies
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with a risk based approach using impact assessments as the first book to compile both legal and regulatory aspects of personal

care robots this book will be a valuable addition to the literature on robotics artificial intelligence human robot interaction law

and philosophy of technology

the need to develop collective skills to acquire a shared long term vision and to manage change is evident given that resources

are limited and there is no such thing as complete independence or immunity from the damaging effects of other people s acts

or failures to act current trends are having a significant effect on both the scope and the substance of specific responsibilities

individual or collective voluntary or statutory in addition extreme interdependence exacerbates the differences between values

concepts of well being and interests potentially giving rise to mutually destructive conflicts wastage of resources and externally

negative consequences hence the council of europe s proposal to adopt the concept of shared social responsibility as a vital

adjunct to specific responsibilities to make them more meaningful in accordance with this concept which is the subject of a

charter addressed to governments and to all stakeholders all parties are encouraged to

with its inclusive view of literacy creating literacy instruction for all studentsemphasizes methods that have been validated by

research and practice while delivering the basics of all major aspects of reading and writing the fifth edition of this best selling

book continues to be a comprehensive practical text that provides its readers with step by step guidance for teaching reading

and writing written by distinguished author tom gunning this text features sample lessons for virtually every major literacy

skill  strategy and offers numerous reinforcement suggestions and generous listings of materials with its careful balance

between the theory and the practice readers are always given the theories behind the methods encouraging them to choose

adapt and construct their own approaches as they create a balanced program of literacy instruction special emphasis has been

given to adapting instruction for english language learners struggling readers and writers and special needs students throughout

the book unlike comparable texts the new edition stresses effective steps for closing the gap between achieving and struggling

readers as mandated by the no child left behind legislation and reading first

digital contagions is the first book to offer a comprehensive and critical analysis of the culture and history of the computer

virus phenomenon the book maps the anomalies of network culture from the angles of security concerns the biopolitics of

digital systems and the aspirations for artificial life in software the genealogy of network culture is approached from the

standpoint of accidents that are endemic to the digital media ecology viruses worms and other software objects are not then

seen merely from the perspective of anti virus research or practical security concerns but as cultural and historical expressions

that traverse a non linear field from fiction to technical media from net art to politics of software jussi parikka mobilizes an

extensive array of source materials and intertwines them with an inventive new materialist cultural analysis digital contagions

draws from the cultural theories of gilles deleuze and félix guattari friedrich kittler and paul virilio among others and offers

novel insights into historical media analysis
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zygmunt bauman is one of the most original and influential social thinkers of our time this new book focuses on social

inequality
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