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in my book introduction to high altitude entomology published in 1962 i summa rized the
results of eight years studies mainly on the himalaya i have since then had the opportunity
of studying the collections of high altitude insects from the alps carpathians caucasus urals
alai pamirs tien shan altai and other im portant mountains of the world in different
museums and institutions in europe through the courtesy and generosity of the academy of
sciences of the union of soviet socialist republics i was also able to personally collect insects
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and make valuable field observations on the caucasus the alai pamirs ala tau and the tien
shan mountains through comparative studies i have tried to synthesize the fundamental
principles of high altitude entomology i have described here the distinctive characters of the
high altitude environment the ecological specializations of the high altitude insects their
ecological inter relations and the outstanding peculiarities of their biogeography i have also
pre sented here an outline of the high altitude entomology of the principal mountains of the
world with brief accounts of their orogeny geology and vegetation this book differs from all
other contributions in the field in its comparative ecological approach and in the fact that
the main emphasis is throughout on the evolution of the high altitude ecosystem as an
integral part of the orogeny high mountains are in all parts of the world important and
independent centres of origin and differ entiation of distinctive and highly specialized
ecosystems and faunas

high altitude tropical biogeography provides research workers and academics with a
comprehensive overview of the biogeography of high tropical mountains covering the origin
ecology and evolution of plants and animals of this unique ecological zone the climate in
the high altitude mountain regions of the tropics is cold resulting in flora and fauna which
more closely resemble their counterparts thousand of miles to the north or south than
comparable species in the lowland jungles only a few thousand meters below these
ecological islands besides being very important to the economies of the tropics pose
interesting questions of physiological adaptation biogeography and evolutionary
relationships with contributions from twenty four international specialists who have devoted
years to the study of cold mountain tropics this book describes some of the most
characteristic plant and animal components of the ecosystem no other book of this scope
and content exists on these tropical biotas

the transition from the eocene to the oligocene epochs was the most significant event in
earth history since the extinction of dinosaurs as the first antarctic ice sheets appeared
major extinctions and faunal turnovers took place on the land and in the sea eliminating
forms adapted to a tropical world and replacing them with the ancestors of most of our
modern animal and plant life through a detailed study of climatic conditions and of
organisms buried in eocene oligocene sediments this volume shows that the separation of
antarctica from australia was a critical factor in changing oceanic circulation and ultimately
world climate in this book forty eight leading scientists examine the full range of eocene
and oligocene phenomena their articles cover nearly every major group of organisms in the
ocean and on land and include evidence from paleontology stable isotopes sedimentology
seismology and computer climatic modeling the volume concludes with an update of the
geochronologic framework of the late paleogene originally published in 1992 the princeton
legacy library uses the latest print on demand technology to again make available
previously out of print books from the distinguished backlist of princeton university press
these editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in
durable paperback and hardcover editions the goal of the princeton legacy library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by princeton university press since its founding in 1905
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this is a critical appraisal of the existing evidence on the history of amazonia during the
past 1 8 million years contributions from geology geomorphology paleoclimatology
pedology botany and zoology are reviewed with special emphasis on neotropical birds
butterflies and plants much new materials is introduced along with background information
and alternative hypotheses the book will be of value to ecologists foresters and planners
interested in amazonian vegetation

biogeography is the study of the geographic distribution of taxa and their attributes in
space and time investigating biogeographic patterns and processes requires considerable
amounts of data collected over large spatial and or temporal scales evolutionary
biogeography integrates distributional phylogenetic molecular and paleontological data in
order to discover biogeographic patterns and assess the historical changes that have
shaped them following a step wise approach this book aims to understand the
biogeography of the drosophilidae in africa and in other regions this book also examines
the development of preventive and educational components of conservation biogeography
the relevance of biogeographical evolutionary analyses for conservation science is
discussed as well in addition the general methods that can be applied to prioritise areas for
protection at regional global scales are also briefly commented on and exemplified with
mexico as a case study

biodiversity is declining at an alarming rate due to anthropogenic activities around the
world this book is the second volume in the new series biodiversity hotspots of the world
which highlights the 36 hotspot regions of the world regions that have been designated as
reaping maximum benefit from preservation efforts this series is our humble attempt to
document these hotspots as a conservation and preservation measure the concise volumes
in this series focus on the most interesting and important properties of these hotspots
covering physiography and climatology vegetation and forest types amphibian and reptile
biodiversity genetic diversity of crops plants fishes butterflies insects birds mammals
angiosperms and gymnosperms and much more and of course the unique threats and
conservation efforts for the areas are addressed as well the himalayan mountains are the
highest mountain range in the world and include mount everest as well as eight other
highest peaks of the world while it is difficult to document the biodiversity of this
inhospitable terrain we do know that out of the 9 000 different species of plants recorded
in the area 3 500 plants are endemic to the eastern himalaya region anthropogenic
activities including deforestation fragmentation of habitats pollution high population climate
change and poaching of wildlife pose serious threats to the biodiversity of the region the
highlands have exceptionally rich biodiversity high endemism and over 160 globally
threatened species including the densest population of bengal tigers and the three largest
herbivores on the continent the asian elephant greater one horned rhinoceros and wild
water buffalo the region boasts the world s richest counts of alpine flora within its
temperate broad leaved forests with a total of 10 000 species of plants this volume
biodiversity hotspot of the himalayas as well as the other volumes in this series will be
essential resources for researchers and practitioners in the fields of conservation biology
ecology and evolution as the series concisely records the existing biodiversity of these
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