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a collection of the writings of raymond williams who many considered to be the most significant post war
intellectual in britain he wrote on diverse subjects and his books included culture and society the long

revolution the country and the city towards 2000 and the black mountain

this book provides a critical introduction to the full range of williams work fiction and non fiction it assesses
the significance of his contribution in understanding culture politics and society fair minded accurate and
sensitive the book makes crucial connections between the different aspects of williams work and the

underlying concern for a democratic polity which informed it

after raymond williams cultural materialism and the break up of britain has two broad aims the first is to re
examine the concept of cultural materialism the term used by raymond williams to describe his theory of how
writing and other cultural forms relate to general social and historical processes using this theory the second
objective is to explore the material ways in which contemporary british writing participates in one particular
political process that of the break up of britain the general trajectory of the book is a matter of superseding
williams the early chapters are devoted to extrapolating williams s materialist theory of cultural forms while
later chapters are concerned with applying this theoretical material to a series of readings of books and films
produced in the years since his death in 1988 this volume provides a detailed account of some of the writing
produced in scotland and wales in the years surrounding political devolution and also considers the ways in

which different subcultural communities use fiction to renegotiate their relationships with the british whole

raymond williams a short counter revolution amply demonstrates the continuing relevance of williams s
analysis from the early 1980s to our current situation after thirty years of neoliberalism his insights still read
as freshly and as incisively as they first did jim mcguigan s new chapter explicitly extends the lines of
continuity from then to now in a persuasive and at times appropriately critical way williams s concluding
chapter resources for a journey of hope remains as inspiring and as necessary as ever simon dentith university
of reading it s great that towards 2000 is revisited jim mcguigan s preface to this edition and his remarkable
up dating chapter a short counter revolution draw upon a formidable range of references to illustrate why
this work is as fresh and insightful today as it was 30 years ago derek tatton culture wrote raymond williams
is one of the most complicated words in the english language ironically the most important british writer on
culture in the post war period is also one of the most poorly digested among today s readers originally

conceived as the sequel to his 1961 the long revolution williams 1983 title towards 2000 has been unfairly
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classified as a period piece with the permission of the williams estate the book has been re entitled a short
counter revolution towards 2000 revisited with noted williams expert jim mcguigan adding a chapter that
updates the original with a survey of developments since its publication particularly concerning the impact of
neoliberalism a phenomenon sighted early by raymond williams and named plan x in this new edition jim
mcguigan makes a totally convincing case to read the book as a contemporary classic it remains an
indispensable guide to power and inequality class politics post industrial society globalization the crisis in

democracy

raymond williams is a towering presence in cultural studies most importantly as the founder of the apporach
that has come to be known as cultural materialism yet williams s method was always open ended and fluid
and this volume collects together his most significant work from over a twenty year peiod in which he
wrestled with the concepts of materialism and culture and their interrelationship aside from his more directly
theoretical texts however case studies of theatrical naturalism the bloomsbury group advertising science fiction
and the welsh novel are also included as illustrations of the method at work finally williams s identity as an
active socialist rather than simply an academic is captured by two unambiguously political pieces on the past

present and future of marxism

the work of raymond williams continues to exercise a powerful hold over the minds of contemporary cultural
analysts and social commentators this collection responds to the challenge of williams s thinking in discussions
of topics of current interest and concern the essays embrace a widely divergent field of enquiry from the
study of language dramaturgical theory the theory of human needs and approaches to sociology cultural
studies and television to issues of history temporality and the future in relation to modernity and the

postmodern

the specially commissioned essays collected in this volume reflect the full range of raymond williams s
interests and concentrate not only on the exposition and evaluation of his ideas but also on how they have

influenced teachers writers and other thinkers

first published in 1976 keywords is neither a defining dictionary nor a specialist glossary it is the record of an
inquiry into a vocabulary a shared body of words and meanings concerned with the practices and institutions
described as culture and society in a series of connecting essays raymond williams investigates how these
keywords have been formed altered redefined influenced modified confused and reinforced as the historical
contexts in which they were applied changed to give us their current meaning and significance keywords

extends raymond williams previous work to study the actual language of cultural transformation

brand new collection of the essential essays from one of the founders of cultural studies raymond williams
raymond williams was a pioneering scholar of cultural and society and one of the outstanding intellectuals of
the twentieth century in this a collection of difficult to find essays some of which are published for the first
time williams emerges as not only one of the great writers of materialist criticism but also a thoroughly
engaged political writer published to coincide with the centenary of his birth and showing the full range of
his work from his early writings on the novel and society to later work on ecosocialism and the politics of
modernism politics and culture shows williams at both his most accessible and his most penetrating an
essential book for all those interested in the politics of culture in the twentieth century and the development

of williams s work

a biography of raymond williams 1921 1988 using a rich array of material from hitherto unused personal
papers it examines the writer s formative years and beyond and places its central figure within a deeply

researched social and cultural history

raymond williams possessed unique authority as britain s foremost cultural theorist and public intellectual
informed by an unparalleled range of reference and the resources of deep personal experience his life s work
represents a patient exemplary commitment to the building of a socialist future this book brings together
important early writings including culture is ordinary the british left welsh culture and why do i demonstrate

with major essays and talks of the last decade it includes work on such central themes as the nature of a
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democratic culture the value of community green socialism the nuclear threat and the relation between the
state and the arts here too collected for the first time are the important later political essays which undertake
a thorough revaluation of the principles fundamental to the idea of socialist democracy and confirm williams
as a shrewd and imaginative political theorist in a sober yet constructive assessment of the possibilities for
socialist advance williams in the face of much recent intellectual fashion powerfully reasserts his lifelong
commitment to making hope practical rather than despair convincing this valuable collection confirms

raymond williams as a thinker of rare versatility and one of the outstanding intellectuals of our century

in his life raymond williams played many parts child of the black mountains inspirational adult lecturer
cambridge professor folk hero and guru of the left after his death he has remained a symbolic figure and his
classic works culture and society the long revolution the country and the city continue to inspire new
generations all over the world in this first major biography fred inglis has spoken to those who knew this
complex and charismatic man at every stage of his life from his boyhood in the welsh border country to his
brief years of retirement through their voices and his own passionate stories and at times combative
engagement with his subject he tells of a story of a life not just for its time but for our own after thatcher
and reagan and the cold war williams still has much to teach us about the nature of a good and just society

and about the constant struggle to attain it

raymond williams whose other works include keywords the country and the city culture and society and
modern tragedy was one of the world s foremost cultural critics almost uniquely his work bridged the divides
between aesthetic and socio economic inquiry between marxist thought and mainstream liberal thought and
between the modern and post modern world when the long revolution first appeared in 1961 much of the
acclaim it received was based on its prescriptions for britain in the 60s which form a relatively brief final
section of the whole the body of the book has since come to be recognized as one of the foundation
documents in the cultural analysis of english speaking culture the long revolution of the title is a cultural
revolution which williams sees as having unfolded alongside the democratic revolution and the industrial
revolution with this book williams led the way in recognizing the importance of the growth of the popular
press the growth of standard english and the growth the reading public in english speaking culture and in
western culture as a whole in addition williams s discussion of how culture is to be defined and analyzed has
been of considerable importance in the development of cultural studies as an independent discipline originally

published by chatto windus the long revolution is now available only in this broadview encore edition

williams s fascinating investigation into forms of communication as they stood in 1962 computers radio
television printing photography film remains remarkably relevant today the idea that reality is primary and
that communication of that reality secondary is debunked if we take the view that there is life and then
afterwards accounts of it we degrade art and learning communications are he argues a major way in which
reality is continually formed and changed this is williams s compelling introduction to modern means and

institutions of communication

the most important marxist cultural theorist after gramsci williams contributions go well beyond the critical
tradition supplying insights of great significance for cultural sociology today i have never read williams
without finding something worthwhile something subtle some idea of great importance jeffrey ¢ alexander
professor of sociology yale university celebrating the significant intellectual legacy and enduring influence of
raymond williams this exciting collection introduces a whole new generation to his work jim mcguigan
reasserts and rebalances williams reputation within the social sciences by collecting and introducing key pieces
of his work providing context and clarity he powerfully evokes the major contribution williams has made to
sociology media and communication and cultural studies powerfully asserting the on going relevance of
williams within our contemporary neoliberal and digital age the book includes texts which have never been
anthologised before situates williams work both biographically and historically provides a comprehensive
introduction to williams social scientific work demonstrates the enduring relevance of cultural materialism
original and persuasive this book will be of interest to anyone involved in theoretical and methodological

modules within sociology media and communication studies and cultural studies

raymond williams was by common consent one of the two most commanding intellectual figures in the new
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left that emerged in britain at the turn of the sixties the other being edward thompson williams published in
1961 a text entitled the future of marxism in that essay williams has some remarkable things to say about
imperialism the successes of actually existing socialism balanced against its failures and the continued
relevance of socialism as the horizon of human liberation he also makes a characteristic methodological point
the relation between systems of thought and actual history is both complex and surprising the future of
marxism that is to say will not depend on dogma but will instead rest on historical developments on how
well are able to actualize marx s ideals in our own unique conjuncture this volume takes up the challenge of
reading and extending williams s thought in light of the actual history that has occurred since his passing but
with the same ideal of socialism as its guiding horizon if there is one thread visible throughout all of williams
s work it is the felt presence of a living thinking individual of a person continually testing ideas in experience
in order to see whether they fit the world they are meant to describe the aim of this volume timed to
coincide with what would have been williams s 100th birthday is to test his ideas in our own experience and
to engage williams s work in ways that move past the familiar terrain that has grown around it we now
know that experience is a dangerous category that community can be hijacked by the right as much as the
left and that tradition contains as much conflict as commonality those committed to williams s work can
easily find textual arguments or developments across his career to answer these charges and they have what
our volume offers is a set of arguments by younger scholars influenced by williams s writings that moves past
some of these debates extending williams s work into the 21st century testing and weighing his ideas in light
of recent developments and contemporary intellectual culture in doing so we treat williams s thought as one
of those resources of hope which he famously suggested would sustain us at a time of deepening inequality
and austerity and growing rightward reaction and yet simultaneously and with seeming dialectical necessity a

renewed investment in socialism williams might be exactly the kind of figure we need
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