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sovereignty is at the very centre of the political and legal arrangements of the modern world the
idea originated in the controversies and wars both religious and political of 16th and 17th century
europe and since that time it has continued to spread and evolve today sovereignty is a global
system of authority it extends across all religions civilizations languages cultures ethnic and racial
groupings and other collectivities into which humanity is divided in this highly accessible book
robert jackson provides a concise and comprehensive introduction to the history and meaning of
sovereignty drawing on a wide range of examples from the us declaration of independence to
terrorist attacks of 9 11 he shows how sovereignty operates in our daily lives and analyses the
issues raised by its universality and centrality in the organization of the world the book covers core
topics such as the discourse of sovereignty the global expansion of sovereignty the rise of popular
sovereignty and the relationship between sovereignty and human rights it concludes by examining
future challenges facing sovereignty in an era of globalization this interdisciplinary study will be of
interest to a wide range of students academics and general readers who seek to understand this
fundamental concept of the modern world

sovereignty is the vital organizing principle of modern international law this book examines the
origins of that principle in the legal and political thought of its most influential theorist jean bodin
1529 30 1596 as the author argues in this study bodin s most lasting theoretical contribution was
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his  thesis  that  sovereignty  must  be  conceptualized  as  an  indivisible  bundle  of  legal  rights
constitutive of statehood while these uniform rights of sovereignty licensed all states to exercise
numerous exclusive powers including the absolute power to absolve and release its citizens from
legal duties they were ultimately derived from and therefore limited by the law of nations the book
explores bodin s creative synthesis of classical sources in philosophy history and the medieval legal
science of roman and canon law in crafting the rules governing state centric politics the right of
sovereignty is the first book in english on bodin s legal and political theory to be published in
nearly a half century and surveys themes overlooked in modern bodin scholarship empire war
conquest slavery citizenship commerce territory refugees and treaty obligations it  will  interest
specialists in political theory and the history of modern political thought as well as legal history the
philosophy of law and international law

contains four chapters from jean bodin s classic text six livres de la republique these chapters form
the core of the work detailing bodin s theory of sovereignty which contended that the entire power
of the state should be vested in a single individual or group

this  book  is  a  critical  inquiry  into  sovereignty  and  argues  that  the  meaning  and  functions
performed by this concept have changed significantly during the past decades with profound
implications for the ontological status of the state and the modus operandi of the international
system as a whole although we have grown accustomed to regarding sovereignty as a defining
characteristic  of  the modern state and as a constitutive principle of  the international  system
sovereignty as symbolic form argues that recent changes indicate that sovereignty has been turned
into something granted contingent upon its responsible exercise in accordance with the norms and
values of an imagined international community hence we need a new understanding of sovereignty
in order to clarify the logic of its current usage in theory and practice alike and its connection to
broader concerns of social ontology what kind of world do we inhabit and of what kind of entities is
this world composed this book will  be of interest to students of international relations critical
security and international politics

this book examines the origins of the principle of sovereignty in the legal and political thought of
its most influential theorist jean bodin it explores bodin s creative synthesis of classical sources in
philosophy history and the medieval legal science of roman and canon law in crafting the rules
governing state centric politics

sovereignty is an idea which has challenged politicians the public and academics it is usually
defined through a  link  to  the  state  john hoffman here  sets  out  an alternative  definition  of
sovereignty  he identifies  it  with  individuals  rather  than states  and shows how a concept  of
sovereignty which goes beyond the state requires a complete overhaul of one s understanding of
individual action

this innovative research monograph on sovereignty argues that the historical examination of the
concept and the conceptual analysis of sovereignty are interdependent the book engages with and
makes a significant contribution to the literatures on sovereignty from the history of political
thought and political theory it offers a clear survey and evaluation of interlinked debates within
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these  literatures  and provides  lively  and scholarly  interpretations  of  thinkers  including  bodin
hobbes spinoza locke rousseau kant hegel foucault and schmitt this book will be of interest to
historians of political thought political theorists political philosophers ir theorists and legal theorists

western political thought has long maintained that democracy once achieved is here to stay this
view appears to be supported by successive waves of democratisation across the world but in truth
the political situation of our time is much more ambiguous on the one hand the commitment to
democracy seems to be more widely shared than ever on the other popular will has ever less
impact on political decisions because of alleged constraints in an era of globalisation existing
democracies suffer from a combination of technocratic governance and populist reactions global
political communication has foundered with addressing urgent problems such as climate change
global social justice and economic financial crises by placing political condition of our time in its
long term historical context this book radically reconsiders key issues of political thought and gives
you a comparative exploration of the current experiences of democracy in several world regions

the  historical  examination  of  the  concept  and  the  conceptual  analysis  of  sovereignty  are
interdependent this title makes a significant contribution to the literature on sovereignty from the
history of political thought and political theory

in the sovereign self grant h kester examines the evolving discourse of aesthetic autonomy from its
origins in the enlightenment through avant garde projects and movements in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries kester traces the idea of aesthetic autonomy the sense that art should be
autonomous from social  forces while  retaining the ability  to reflect  back critically  on society
through kant schiller hegel marx and adorno kester critiques the use of aesthetic autonomy as the
basis  for  understanding  the  nature  of  art  and  the  shifting  relationship  between  art  and
revolutionary praxis he shows that dominant discourses of aesthetic autonomy reproduce the very
forms of bourgeois liberalism that autonomy discourse itself claims to challenge analyzing avant
garde art and political movements in russia india latin america and elsewhere kester retheorizes
the aesthetic beyond autonomy ultimately kester demonstrates that the question of aesthetic
autonomy  has  ramifications  that  extend  beyond  art  to  encompass  the  nature  of  political
transformation and forms of anticolonial resistance that challenge the eurocentric concept of man
upon which the aesthetic itself often depends

throughout the history of human intellectual endeavor sovereignty has cut across the diverse
realms  of  theology  political  thought  and  psychology  from  earliest  christian  worship  to  the
revolutionary ideas of thomas jefferson and karl marx the debates about sovereignty complete
independence and self government have dominated our history in this seminal work of political
history and political theory leading scholar and public intellectual jean bethke elshtain examines
the origins and meanings of sovereignty as it relates to all the ways we attempt to explain our
world god state and self examining the early modern ideas of god which formed the basis for the
modern sovereign state elshtain carries her research from theology and philosophy into psychology
showing  that  political  theories  of  state  sovereignty  fuel  contemporary  understandings  of
sovereignty of the self as the basis of sovereign power shifts from god to the state to the self
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elshtain uncovers startling realities often hidden from view her thesis consists in nothing less than
a thorough going rethinking of our intellectual history through its keystone concept the culmination
of over thirty years of critically applauded work in feminism international relations political thought
and religion sovereignty opens new ground for our understanding of our own culture its past
present and future

professor hinsley s book first published in 1966 offers a general survey of the history of the theory
of sovereignty which seeks to illuminate the theory s character and function by stressing the
changing social political and economic frameworks within and between the political societies in
which it has developed it also spans and connects the different intellectual aspects of the concept
of sovereignty philosophical legal historical and political for this new edition professor hinsley has
wholly rewritten the last chapter to bring the history up to date and to make some new concluding
remarks

reading texts on sovereignty charts the development of the concept from the classical period to the
present day defined in antiquity as an absolute or supreme type of power sovereignty s history has
been marked ever  since by numerous moments of  crisis  and contestation through which its
meaning has been redefined and reconfigured using extracts of key texts selected and analysed by
leading contributors from the usa the uk new zealand japan cyprus finland france austria israel and
italy  this  volume  examines  these  moments  and  how different  societies  have  grappled  with
sovereignty through the ages the book explores a diverse range of geographical and cultural
contexts within which the issue of sovereignty became critical including ancient china and medieval
islam in addition the book includes chapters that respond to the vital  interplay between the
development of the theory of sovereignty and such momentous historical events and developments
as the birth of the democratic polis in the classical world the legal and political developments that
attended the rise of the roman and islamic empires the bitter struggles over sovereign rights
between the temporal and spiritual authorities of medieval and early modern europe the english
civil war the french and american revolutions and the october revolution

sovereign wealth funds are a growing and dynamic force in international finance this is the first
book to compile a history of sovereign wealth funds recounting the abu dhabi investment authority
s  involvement  with  the  scandal  plagued  bcci  bank  and  chinese  arms  exports  to  iran  in  a
straightforward and accessible style the author examines the complex and amazing growth of an
unknown group of investors controlling trillions of dollars worldwide
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