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in spite of singapore s small size it has long had a major impact on the world because of its
geographical location and its wealth the british initially made the island a major port for
the shipping of goods and later as an airline hub for the region these factors along with a
steady government have helped to contribute to the country s affluence this multicultural
multiracial and multi religious island nation is the envy of many countries in the world
which have tried to emulate the economic success of singapore the new edition of the
historical dictionary of singapore has been completely rewritten since the first edition was
released 20 years ago it  relates the history of  this  country through a chronology an
introductory essay an expansive bibliography and over 500 cross referenced dictionary
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entries on significant persons events places organizations and other aspects of singapore
history from the earliest times to the present

as singapore enters its 50th year of independence it is a good time to reflect on its past as
well as look to the future 50 years of singapore europe relations celebrating singapore s
connections  with  europe  is  one  such  contribution  to  the  wide  collection  of  books
commemorating singapore s 50th birthday the essays and articles in this edited volume
capture  historical  moments  reveal  the  heartfelt  wishes  and  thoughtful  comments  of
europeans who have made singapore their home chronicle some of the long standing
partnerships and ponder the future challenges of singapore this unique book contains a
wide range of essays and articles reflecting on the strong connections that singapore
enjoys with europe not only at the official level but also through the contributions that
europeans  and  european  companies  have  made  and  continue  to  make  which  enrich
singaporean  society  these  essays  provide  a  kaleidoscope  of  views  on  singapore  they
explore how close ties and partnerships are forged between nations how businesses see
singapore as a trustworthy partner and place to invest and establish roots and at a more
personal level the articles also present different perspectives on the strengths and at times
the weaknesses of singapore as viewed through the eyes of europeans who live and work in
singapore and consider it as their home in commemorating singapore s 50th birthday this
book will add to the understanding of the richness and diversity of singapore society and
help readers appreciate and reflect on how openness and connectivity have contributed to
the success of singapore in its first 50 years

this book overviews singapore s fascinating history from the precolonial era to the present
examining  this  wealthy  island  nation  from  economic  political  cultural  and  social
perspectives singapore is a dominant player in the global economy serving both as an
essential business hub for international finance and home to some of the world s most
important ports it is also one of the world s smallest and most resource poor countries this
book offers an engaging examination of singapore using a theme of globalization to explain
how the country s worldwide interactions across centuries have resulted in an ethnically
diverse society and allowed it to ascend to a position of being an economic powerhouse
every significant historic event and era from its status as a meeting point for traders in the
600s to its colonization by the british in 1819 and from japanese occupation during world
war ii to the 2002 arrest of a group of islamic terrorists is covered

michael barr explores the complex and covert networks of power at work in one of the
world  s  most  prosperous  countries  the  city  state  of  singapore  he  argues  that  the
contemporary networks of power are a deliberate project initiated and managed by lee
kuan yew former prime minister and singapore s founding father designed to empower
himself and his family barr identifies the crucial institutions of power including the country
s sovereign wealth funds and the government linked companies together with five critical
features that form the key to understanding the nature of the networks he provides an
assessment of possible shifts of power within the elite in the wake of lee kuan yew s son lee
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hsien  loong  assuming  power  and  considers  the  possibility  of  a  more  fundamental
democratic shift in singapore s political system

in  the  50th  anniversary  year  of  singapore  s  independence  it  is  timely  to  trace  our
developmental journey in order that young singaporeans students visiting tourists and
foreigners working in singapore may be informed about why and how singapore succeeded
despite tremendous odds the two volumes relate the developmental stories and secrets of
singapore  so  that  other  developing  countries  can  be  inspired  to  achieve  their  own
successes  it  is  a  story  worth  telling  so  that  the  great  achievements  by  our  pioneer
generation  will  be  recorded  and  which  may  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the  younger
generations to guide them for the next 50 years

this  book provides  a  fresh approach to  singapore english  by  focusing on its  cultural
connotations the author a native singaporean explores a range of aspects of this rich
variety of english including address forms cultural categories particles and interjections d
and links particular words to particular cultural  norms by using the natural  semantic
metalanguage nsm approach which is free from technical terminology he explains the
relationship between meaning and culture with maximal clarity and an added strength of
this study lies in its use of authentic examples and pictures which offer a fascinating
glimpse of singaporean life through comparisons with anglo english it also explores some
difficulties  associated  with  standard  english  and  cultural  misunderstanding  lending  a
unique local perspective and written with an incisiveness that makes it ideal for both
academic  and  non  academic  readers  this  book  will  appeal  to  all  those  interested  in
singapore english and its cultural values

professor tan tai yong is the institute of policy studies 6th s r nathan fellow for the study of
singapore this book is an edited collection of his six ips nathan lectures delivered between
september 2018 and may 2019 and includes highlights of his dialogue with the audience in
his lecture series professor tan examines how singapore has evolved over its 700 year
history as a regional emporium colonial port city and city state he shows that singapore s
history is influenced by the recurring themes of geography movements of people networks
and globalisation an understanding of the twists and turns of this long history and the ways
in which historical circumstances have shaped singapore s fate and fortunes can offer
important insights and a better appreciation of our strengths and challenges as a city state
the ips nathan lecture series was launched in 2014 as part of the s r nathan fellowship for
the study of singapore it seeks to advance public understanding and discussion of issues of
critical national interest for singapore

this book is an historical account of india s relations with singapore which have reached a
new peak today it highlights several turning points in that relationship the role of bengal in
sir stamford raffles s decision to set up a base in singapore the contribution of indian
labour to the construction of singapore the singapore mutiny of 1915 netaji subhas chandra
bose s arrival in wartime singapore and the revitalization of the indian national army
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independent  singapore s  early  relations  with  india  the dramatic  breakthrough in  ties
created by india s look east policy following the end of the cold war and the arrival of
global indians in singapore

this  thought  provoking  book  explores  strategies  employed  by  singapore  a  multiracial
society to create a singapore nation with an emphasis on the role of landscape as such the
authors cast keen eye on religious buildings public housing heritage landscapes and street
name changes as tangible methods of nation building in a postcolonial society the authors
illustrate how nation and national identity are concepts that are negotiated and disputed by
varied social economic and political groups some of which may actively resist powerfui
state centrist attitudes throughout this work the role of the landscape prevails both as a
way  to  naturalize  state  ideologies  and  as  a  means  of  providing  possibilities  for
reinterpretation in everyday life

assessments of singapore s history invariably revolve around sir stamford raffles arrival in
1819 before this date we ve been told nothing very much appears to have happened in
singapore pre 1819 singapore was a sleepy historically insignificant fishing village little
more than the occasional  resort  of  pirates this  ambitious book co written by four of
singapore  s  foremost  historians  offers  an  assertive  re  evaluation  of  that  view firmly
situating  singapore  s  starting  point  seven  hundred  years  ago  drawing  on  a  multi
disciplinary range of  archival  textual  and cartographical  records as well  as the latest
archaeological discoveries the authors cast a singular historical trajectory for singapore
over  the  past  seven  centuries  animating  its  history  like  never  before  written  in  a
compelling and accessible manner and richly illustrated with more than 200 artefacts
photographs maps art works and ephemera this volume builds upon the foundations of an
earlier book singapore a 700 year history extensively rewritten to incorporate ground
breaking  research  findings  seven  hundred  years  a  history  of  singapore  widens  the
historical lens and offers a vital new perspective on the story of singapore

from the publisher singapore a biography takes you there to those critical moments in the
island s past as captured through the personal accounts of  people who actually lived
through them encounter violent unrest on the city s streets the jostling down its corridors
of power the high life of its up and coming elites and the daily struggles of existence that
lay beyond its five foot ways in an epic drama that stretches back over seven centuries
grounded in scholarship yet fired by the imagination this book tells a new singapore story
one more dramatic complex and engrossing than you might expect singapore was not
always the orderly and successful city state that it appears to be now over the last seven
centuries the island has undergone several changes of identity in this entertaining and
wide ranging account drawn from research undertaken in collaboration with the national
museum of singapore mark ravinder frost and yu mei balasingamchow present singapore s
mercurial  life  story  as  experienced by  the  people  who participated in  it  singapore a
biography  brings  together  a  ming  dynasty  travelogue  19th  century  memoirs  and
correspondence  modern  oral  histories  and  even  radio  and  television  broadcasts  to
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reconnect a contemporary audience with the singapore story while famous names from
singapore s past take their place this new story also introduces a cast of lesser known
though  no  less  compelling  historical  personalities  from  dissenting  poets  and  radical
ideologues to patriotic factory workers and early feminists the portrait of singapore that
emerges is dashing lively and multi layered and it offers fresh insight into the ruptures and
continuities that have made singaporeans and their nation what they are today

singapore the lion city occupies an island at the southern tip of the malaysian peninsula
this tiny city state has since becoming fully sovereign in 1965 become one of asia s most
vibrant  and forward looking nations  as  befits  its  position at  the  crossroads  of  major
transport routes singapore has for centuries been a meeting place of cultures the city s
blend of chinese malay indian and european has made it a true multicultural metropolis
bustling orchard road with its sleek shopping centres and trendy boutiques is a far cry
from the traditional shophouses ethnic neighbourhoods and wetmarkets of old singapore
and yet all these strands run together in the weaving of the city s tapestry almost in the
shadow of its soaring steel and glass skyline can be found peaceful parks and forests and
the world famous singapore zoo renowned for its night safaris an introductory chapter
presents information on the landscape flora and fauna history culture people festivals and
religions of singapore other chapter cover in detail the major sights and places of interest
including  nearby  islands  and  excursions  to  malaysia  and  indonesia  illustrated  with
photographs specially
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