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from time immemorial the bengal delta had been an important maritime des nation
for traders from all parts of the world the actual location of the port of call varied from
time to time in line with the natural hydrographic changes from the early decades of
the second millennium ad traders from the european con nent also joined the traders
from the arab countries who had been the forerunners in maritime trading with india
daring traders and fortune seekers from denmark holland belgium and england
arrived at different ports of call along the hooghly river the river had been in the
meantime losing its pre eminence as the main outlet channel of the sacred ganga into
the bay of bengal owing to a shift of ow towards east near rajmahal into the padma
which had been so long carried very small part of the large volume of ow on a cloudy
afternoon on august 24 1690 the british seafarer job charnock rested his oars at
kolkata and started a new chapter in the life of a sleepy village bordering the
sunderbans which was a tangled region of estuaries rivers and water courses
enclosing a vast number of islands of various shapes and sizes and infested with a
large variety of wild animals in the language of the british nobel laureate 1907
rudyard kipling 1865 1936 thus the midday halt of charnock grew a city

the book ganga a scientific study is based on an integrated research programme
carried out by 14 universities located in the ganga basin sponsored and funded by the
envioronment research committee and the ganga project directorate ministry of
environment forests government of india new delhi the ganga one of world s major
rivers has been venerated as the holiest and is bound with countless beliefs and faiths
especially in india and adjacent countries its water has traditionally been regarded as
an inexhaustible gift of nature recent experiences do not however warrant such a
complacency the water resources are strained to a non sustainable level due to rapid
population explosion urbanisation development of agriculture industry livestock and
power production in the ganga basin the hydrobiological quality of water has
deteriorated and yet no concise valid supporting evidence was available in a
comprehensive manner covering the entire river this book is an attempt towards this
direction for the first time a picture of the ganga is available with its physico chemical
and biological charateristics the severe pollution stress and causes to which its water
is subjected to the contents and quality of water and possible remedial measures an
account of algae including pollution sensitive and tolerant species besides bio
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indicators is available a possible modelling exercise has also been included a
microbiological assay and the bacteria present in the river water is also given this
book in short is a synthesis of what the ganga is at present in respect of its
hydrobiology pollution load and some aspects of hydrology

there is a plethora of information available on the river ganga in the form of books
blogs articles websites videos unfortunately most of the information about this
famous river is in a scattered form and reproduced from unverified sources this
contributed volume is the first multi author volume publication on this subject the
river ganga includes a vast array of topics written by several authors of distinction
topics include hydrology tributaries water uses and environmental features such as
river water quality aquatic and terrestrial flora fauna natural resources ecological
characteristics sensitive environmental components and more part i gives a basic
introduction of the ganga river the existing data and available information from
various sources has been compiled in a pictorial fashion in the form of cmaps its
cultural importance with changing times is also discussed part ii looks at the rich
biodiversity of the ganga basin it gives a detailed description of the major floral and
faunal biodiversity with special emphasis on the national aquatic animal dolphin and
sunderbans the largest mangrove wetland in the world part iii examines the ganga
water as it flows it focuses on the water quality as well as its associated challenges
part iv looks at the complexities of issues confronting the river ganga in changing
times be it snowmelt runoff river bank erosion hazards and hydropower assessments
how the factors of population poverty and pollution contribute to the fate of the river
part iv touches on economic aspects derived from the river such as business
opportunities and tourism

this is the first comprehensive book on the rivers of the ganga brahmaputra meghna
delta this volume covers all aspects of this highly populated region including land
conflicts and environmental impacts such as the indo bangladesh conflict over sharing
of trans boundary water this book addresses the topic from a highly interdisciplinary
perspective covering areas of geography geology environment history archaeology
sociology and politics of the bengal region the book appeals to a wide range of
audiences from india bangladesh and the international community the style of
presentation makes it easily suitable for students researchers and interested laymen

this book discuses the ancient historical geography of the lower and middle sections
of the ganga plain its basis is a field study of the distribution of archaeological sites in
the region this extremely significant work of scholarship has detailed maps and a
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large plate section

the ganges cultural economic and environmental importance is a geographical
cultural economic and environmental interpretation of the ganga river the ganga river
originates from gaumukh situated in the high himalaya flows through the world s
biggest fertile alluvial plain and inlets into the bay of bengal at ganga sagar it makes a
unique natural and cultural landscape and is believed to be the holiest river of india
the hindus called it mother ganga and worship it the towns cities situated on its bank
are world famous and are known as the highland and valley pilgrimages the water of
the ganga is pious and the hindus use it on different occasions while performing the
rituals and customs this book is unique because no previous study which presents a
complete and comprehensive geographical description of the ganga has been
composed this book presents the historical and cultural significance of the ganga and
its tributaries empirical archival and observation methods were applied to conduct
this study there are a total of 10 chapters in this book such as introduction the ganga
basin geography of the ganga basin the ganges system ganga and its tributaries
ganga between gaumukh and uttarkashi the major cultural towns major fairs and
festivals economic significance of the ganga environmental issues and conclusions the
contents of the book are enriched by 89 figures 15 tables and substantial citations and
references

on the history and religious importance of the city of varanasi
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