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salvador dalí mad genius or cunning manipulator that question has haunted
dalí  s  career  ever  since  he  burst  upon the  scene in  the  1920s  with  his
astounding draughtsmanship and surrealistic vision he has been both admired
and reviled meryle secrest goes behind the carefully maintained façade to
reveal many hitherto unknown details of dalí s troubled childhood suggesting
that the artist s early works are actually autobiographical to a much greater
extent than has been thought her study examines dalí s childhood to find the
origins of his later behavior and the reason for his frantic attempts to assert
his individuality dalí s emotional crises his successes and failures in europe
and america  his  careers  as  artist  designer  and showman are  vividly  and
compelling described as is his mysterious near death in a 1984 fire and his
final  years  as  prisoner  of  his  own  self  made  persona  from  publisher  s
description

this  startling  early  autobiography  takes  dalí  through  his  late  30s  and
communicates the snobbishness self adoration comedy seriousness fanaticism
in short the concept of life and the total picture of himself dalí sets out to
portray books superbly illustrated with over 80 photographs and scores of dalí
drawings and sketches

kenneth wach provides commentaries on forty of dali s works discussing their
style and their  often complex psychological  content wach also provides a
broad overview of dali s development from childhood to his last works

step into the surreal and fantastical world of one of the 20th century s most
enigmatic and imaginative artists with the secret life of salvador dalí  this
extraordinary autobiography offers an unfiltered intimate glimpse into the
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mind and life of salvador dalí the master of surrealism whose provocative
works and eccentric personality captivated the world in the secret life of
salvador dalí  the artist  takes readers on a mesmerizing journey from his
childhood  in  catalonia  to  his  rise  as  a  leading  figure  in  the  surrealist
movement dalí s narrative is as vivid and imaginative as his artwork blending
reality with dream like sequences that reflect his unique vision of the world
his story is filled with eccentric anecdotes profound reflections and a deep
exploration of his creative process dalí delves into his early years describing
the formative experiences that shaped his artistic sensibilities and fueled his
boundless creativity he recounts his passionate relationships including his
profound connection with his muse and wife gala throughout the book dalí s
distinctive voice and flamboyant personality shine through he offers candid
and often controversial views on art fame and his own legacy challenging
conventional  norms and pushing the boundaries  of  artistic  expression his
descriptions of his paintings sculptures and other works provide a deeper
understanding of the symbolic meanings and personal significance behind his
creations  this  autobiography  is  essential  reading  for  art  enthusiasts
surrealism aficionados and anyone intrigued by the life and mind of one of
history s most fascinating artists the secret life of salvador dalí invites readers
to explore the enigmatic world of dalí where the boundaries between reality
and imagination blur and the extraordinary becomes the norm

meryle  secrest  s  unauthorized  and  uncensored  investigative  biography
penetrates  both  the  psychological  enigma  of  dali  s  personality  and  the
sometimes glamorous sometimes fraudulent behind the scenes art world that
sustained it 38 halftones

examines the lives and creative work of the surrealist artist salvador dali and
other artists and friends who shared his new ways of exploring art

drawing on extensive research and recently discovered sources this ambitious
biography of salvador dali traces the infamous artist s life from childhood to
death revealing his outlandish personality paranoia and sexual torment

painter designer creator of bizarre objects author and film maker dalí became
the most famous of the surrealists buñuel lorca picasso and breton all had a
great influence on his career dalí s film an andalusian dog produced with
buñuel  marked  his  official  entry  into  the  tightly  knit  group  of  parisian
surrealists where he met gala the woman who became his lifelong companion
and his source of inspiration but his relationship soon deteriorated until his
final rift with andré breton in 1939 nevertheless dalí s art remained surrealist
in its philosophy and expression and a prime example of his freshness humour
and exploration of the subconscious mind throughout his life dalí was a genius
at self promotion creating and maintaining his reputation as a mythical figure

a comprehensive tribute to artist salvador dali dali s life parades before us in
its scintillating diversity as we follow his career in art as well as his prolific
activity in many other areas including as publicist of himself

dali  produced  paintings  drawings  and  graphic  works  was  the  leading
surrealist  and  this  work  provides  an  insight  to  the  many  worlds  of  his  art

includes pictures includes dali s quotes about his life and art includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading includes a table of contents
each morning when i awake i experience again a supreme pleasure that of
being  salvador  dali  salvador  dali  in  his  review  of  salvador  dali  s  first
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autobiography george orwell declared that one ought to be able to hold in one
s head simultaneously the two facts that dali is a good draughtsman and a
disgusting human being whether or not one agrees with the famous author s
assessment orwell  captures the polarizing nature of salvador dali  and the
extent to which his undeniable technical virtuosity often brushed against his
penchant  for  provoking  his  audiences  not  to  mention  provoking  long
entrenched standards of proper taste dali after all was unafraid to eschew
renaissance perspective thereby incorporating often graphic subject matter in
other words if dali stands as one of the canonical figures of modern art this
involved holding both a seminal role in the canon of cutting edge art but also a
tendency to challenge audiences challenging the contours of art with a capital
a while orwell may have separated dali the master technician from dali the
person it would be more accurate to acknowledge that the virtues of dali s art
cannot be dissociated from its provocative nature always a showman dali s
very public persona was predicated on pushing the boundaries of artistic form
content and professional identity he was also not alone in this regard and dali
s career cannot be separated entirely from important modern art movements
particularly surrealism indeed dali s genius lay not only in his undeniable gifts
as an artist but in his savvy ability to market himself and befriend major
figures in the art movements of his historical moment his friendships with luis
bunuel  and  federico  garcia  lorca  deserve  particular  mention  within  the
contexts of his career and european modernism more broadly perhaps it s no
surprise that dali s life and art took many turns and was quite diverse the
foundations for both his love for art and his public persona came from his
background growing up but at the same time the showmanship with which
dali carried himself was in many respects a facade his upbringing brings to
light the insecurities and anxieties that were not just contained within his
childhood but informed his personal and professional lives as an adult history
s greatest artists the life and legacy of salvador dali looks at the personal
background that led to dali becoming an artist and the cultural climate in
which he rose to fame dali s technique and artistic legacy are also analyzed
including his working methods and artistic education along with pictures of
important people places and events you will learn about dali like never before
in no time at all

salvador dali is perhaps the most universally famous and popular twentieth
century artist what accounts for this popularity is it his excellence as an artist
the accessibility of his imagery or his genius as a self publicist in a searching
text  completely  revised  and  updated  in  this  edition  to  incorporate  new
information that has come to light since dali  s  death in 1989 dawn ades
considers some of the puzzling questions raised by the dali phenomenon his
early years the development of his technique and style his relationship with
the surrealists his exploitation of freudian ideas and the image which dali
created of himself as the mad genius artist are all explored in this brilliant and
thought provoking study

this is a new release of the original 1942 edition

a series that provides a picture of the lives and works of some of the world s
greatest artists and their influence on the world of art each book includes
reconstruction artwork of particular scenes from the artist s life examples of
the artist s work at various stages of their life with text to link their life and
work and more
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